
Baptist  Trumpet
Volume 81 December 16, 2020 Little Rock, Arkansas Number 14

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS
www.baptisttrumpet.com

No Trumpet for the next two weeks due to Christmas and New Year’s
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vacation time) from noon Dec. 17 until 8:30 a.m. Dec. 28; then from noon Dec. 30 until 8 a.m. Jan. 4.
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From the President...
Think Globally—Act Locally

Jeff Swart, BMAA President
jeffswart@jeffswart.com

1175 Country Club Rd., Conway, Arkansas 72034

 One of the greatest 
kings in English history 
was Richard the First. 
You may know him as 
“Richard Coeur-de-lion” 
or in English, “Richard 
the Lion Hearted.” One of 
Richard’s French vassals, Vidomar of Limoges, rebelled against him and Richard 
and his army besieged Vidomar in his castle at Chaluz. King Richard ventured 
too near the castle walls and was mortally wounded by an arrow from the bow 
of a young man named Bertrand de Gurdan.
 While Richard lay dying in his tent, the castle was taken and the young man 
that shot him was captured. In irons, Bertrand was brought before the dying 
king. In one of the greatest acts of generosity in the history of man, King Richard 
said to Bertrand, “Youth, I forgive you in my death.” Then the king said to his 
soldiers, “Let him (Bertrand) go free, and give him a hundred shillings.”
 The King’s forgiveness and generosity were underserved by Bertrand. Here 
Bertrand stood before the king with the past forgiven, presently freed and even the 
future provided for by the benevolence of the king himself whom he had cruelly 
wronged.
 Richard’s actions are a picture of the gospel message. The very One, who was 
nailed to the Calvary’s cross by our sins, is the King of kings who now extends to 
us full, free and final forgiveness through His substitutionary suffering on the cross. 
Jesus forgives our past, gives us liberty in the present and provides for our future.
 Perhaps it is not surprising that Richard’s words concerning Bertrand de 
Gurdan were disregarded after the king’s death and the young man was put to 
death. Richard could not rise from the dead to see that his words were carried 
out. But I assure you, that we serve a King (Savior) who was born in Bethlehem, 
died for us on Calvary, has risen from the dead and presently lives in heaven with 
the power to make His words of love, forgiveness and salvation come to pass. 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem to provide forgiveness for the past, the abundant 
life in the present and an eternity in His presence!

Why Jesus Was Born

 Liz Bullock (wife of Paul Bullock, 
pastor of College View in Magnolia) was 
chosen from about 7,000 applicants as 
one of 80 volunteers that decorated the 
White House in Washington, D.C. for 
Christmas this year. Around the end of 
August, the White House posts a short 
application on its website with standard 
information questions and essay ques-
tions about why the applicant wants 
to decorate the White House. Liz’s 
daughter applied and sent in letters of 
reference for her last year, but this year 
Liz completed the application herself.
 She was chosen in 2019 as one of 
the 200 that made up the decorating 
team, but this year only 80 were chosen 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. Because 
of her good reputation from the previ-
ous year, she was one of the 80 previous 
volunteers that was asked to return for 
2020. She was also asked if she would 
consider being a group leader in 2021.
 Magnolia is where Liz was born 
and raised, and her first job was de-
livering flowers for Magnolia Floral 
Shop. “I just loved it!” she stated. When 
asked about her decorating skills, Liz 
said, “I had no formal training, just a 
lot of experience, good and bad.” She 
believes she inherited her “decorating 
gene” from her mother, and this led her 
to start decorating weddings for fam-
ily and friends which eventually grew 
into a side business. She also decorates 
houses each year at Christmastime.
 Liz and her husband traveled to 
Washington D.C. on Sunday, Nov. 22. 
She began the week of decorating by 
meeting with the other volunteers in 
the hotel lobby on Monday at 6 a.m. 
to sign several forms, be tested for 
COVID-19 and get their aprons and 
team badges. Once their COVID-19 
test was confirmed to be negative, they 
loaded on a bus and headed to the off-
site facility to prepare the decorations 
for the White House.
 There are over 50 fresh trees that are 
lit with thousands of lights and deco-
rated by volunteers. Boxes and boxes of 
ornaments are recycled from year to year 
with a fresh look given by adding new 
ribbons. New decorations are also added 
each year to create a unique theme for 

Ark. Pastor’s Wife 
Decorates White House

By Jeff Herring, Executive Editor

Nativity display in the East Room

 Large urns each representing a 
different region of the United States.

 (L-R) Liz’s friend, Julie Walters from South Carolina, and Liz finishing 
up the work in the White House.”

each of the rooms in the White House.
 All volunteers are divided into 
groups of about nine, led by a team 
leader that is given instructions by the 
designer. The First Lady has staff and 
interns that are led by a professional 
designer. They develop a theme and 
design ideas as early as May. The First 
Lady approves the design, and then 
the planning begins. This year’s theme 
is “America the Beautiful,” which high-
lights unique character and personality 
of each state. While there was no inter-
action with any of the administration, 
the First Lady did come downstairs to 
give everyone “a little thank you speech.”

ally hard to put into words because in 
that moment of working and decorat-
ing, I forget where I am and just want 
to make sure I do a good job.”
 When asked about how it all gets 
done, Liz said, “Each volunteer has as-
signed projects and, at the end of the six 
days, it all comes together and makes 
sense.” While each volunteer had to pay 
their own way and hotel expenses, Liz 
noted, “They fed us breakfast and lunch 
which were prepared by the White 
House kitchen and was delicious!” 
 The highlight of her week was a 
tour of the White House flower shop. 
“I know it sounds crazy after being in 
the Oval Office, but this was just the 
best. My dream job has always been to 
work as a florist in the White House,” 
said Liz.

 Monday through Wednesday, Liz’s 
group worked on several wreaths that 
were hung in the Red Room and 
Vermeil Room. They also worked 
with a designer to create 10 large urn 
arrangements that each represented a 
different region of the United States 
(the Southeast urn contained cattails, 
oak leaves, pine and Magnolia leaves).
 Liz was honored to be selected along 
with five other returning volunteers to 
decorate the West Wing lobby, Vice 
President Pence’s office, the Chief 
of State’s office and the Oval Office. 
They were off for Thanksgiving, then 
they spent Friday and Saturday work-
ing alongside the three White House 
florists. On Sunday, final touches were 
added, and on Monday they were in-
vited to a reception at the White House 
to see the results of all their hard work.
 When asked what it’s like to work 
in the White House, Liz said, “It’s re-

By Angela Rice, Short-term Missions Coordinator • BMAA Missions
 The first Everlasting Smiles shoeboxes 
were given to the driver that delivered the 
container in El Salvador. He was so excited 
to receive boxes for his two children.
 I cannot tell you how excited I am to 
send in this report. This year has been re-
ally tough on many of our missionaries. 
Countless hours have been given to serving 
hurting, sick and starving people. On top 
of the pandemic, our friends in Central 
America were also hit hard by two hur-
ricanes, which caused even more needs.
 This means that the Everlasting Smiles 
shoeboxes will be used to bless people in 
Central America more this year than any 
other. Our prayer is that they will provide 
joy in the midst of hard times and that many 
will come to know Christ because of the 
message delivered with the gifts in each box.
 Pastor Rigoberto and his team in El 
Salvador are working on getting boxes 
transported to Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala. Please pray for each of 
these areas as they share the love of Christ with others. I am so thankful for each 
of you who packed a shoebox or donated funds this year.
 When we sent out information on this years’ shoeboxes, most churches were not 
even meeting. I am thankful for churches who called to let me know they already 
had a plan to get them completed. We sent around 7,500 boxes this year. What 
a blessing and a timely gift for our friends in Central America. Please pray for 
Pastor Rigoberto Cruz in El Salvador, Pastor Oscar Gaitan in Nicaragua, Pastor 
David Marroquin in Guatemala, Pastor Denis Lopez in Honduras and the teams 
of pastors and church members as they prepare to share Everlasting Smiles!

 Pastor Rigoberto Cruz handing 
two Everlasting Smiles shoeboxes 
to the driver who delivered them in 
El Salvador.

A Timely Gift

 The 43rd Annual March for Life 
will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 
17, in Little Rock. The event is free 
and open to the public. This is a peace-
ful and prayerful march that attracts 
thousands of pro-life Arkansans every 
single year. The event is sponsored by 
Arkansas Right to Life, and it will 
mark the 48th anniversary of the Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court decision that 
legalized abortion in the United States.
 Staging for the march will begin at 
1:30 p.m. between Battery and Wolfe 
Streets on West Capitol Avenue behind 
the Arkansas State Capitol. At 2 p.m. 
Arkansas Right to Life President Andy 
Mayberry will lead the march to the 
steps of the State Capitol for a brief 
program. Learn more at ARTL.org.

43rd Annual 
March For Life

 Approximately 200 people braved 
the winter weather to gather in down-
town Little Rock for the 17th Annual 
March for Life, Jan. 22, 1995.
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See MESS, Page 5

Planning for 2021 With 
COVID-19 Still Looming

Sports
News

By Erik Holth

Dan Carson 
Director

Matters
Phone: (479) 790-7808

bmayouthdepartment@gmail.com
www.StudentMinistryMatters.com

BMA of Arkansas Youth Department
1410 North Porter Rd. • Fayetteville, AR 72703

Student Ministry

 Right now, planning for 2021 feels like I’m at a party with a piñata. They have 
just tied the bandana around my head and I can’t see anything. The party hostess 
has handed me a stick and started spinning me around. Inside I’m thinking, “I’ve 
got this. I know what I’m aiming for. When the spinning stops, this will be easy.”
 Well, just like trying to hit that piñata, planning for 2021 is no party right 
now. While we want to think things will be back to normal by the time camps 
and conferences roll around in the summer, we have no way of really knowing.
 So how do we approach 2021 and our student ministries? While there continues 
to be a lot of uncertainty, we should consider some questions as we move forward:
 • Am I praying about the future of my student ministry? While this seems 
like an obvious place to start, those of us who are task-driven may inadvertently 
set this aside. God wants us to trust Him with our plans because they are His 
plans. Pray for wisdom and direction as you step into your planning process.
 • What is most important in our student ministry? While we want to pro-
vide fun as a part of our student ministries, the games and activities are far from 
the most important things that we do. Ultimately, we want to facilitate great 
relationships where students can grow in their relationship with Christ through 
meaningful discipleship. That may seem boring, but it is really at the heart of 
what we are trying to do and accomplish.
 Help your students get into the Word. You can do that in a large group, small 
group or one-on-one setting. Now, more than ever, we have the ability to stay 
connected to our students, even while they are away from the church property. 
Use technology to disciple your students.
 • What is my Plan “B”? If church camp is set aside again and our annual 
conference is a no go, what will you do? As you plan for 2021, you need a plan 
“B” and maybe even a plan “C.” Don’t fall into the trap of “X” is student minis-
try and without “X” there is no student ministry. Look again into what is most 
important, and look for ways to accomplish that goal.
 • Am I staying positive for my students? I’m not advocating that you portray 
yourself as something you are not, but our students need us to be positive about 
what this next year will hold. A great attitude can help your group move on if 
things are canceled.
 • Am I holding my plans loosely? I’ve heard this more than once this year. 
Don’t hold onto your plans too tightly. After a year of postponed graduations, 
canceled camps and other craziness, I have learned that I definitively can’t plan 
too far down the road. I would like to because that is how I am geared, but 2020 
has taught me to be a bit more flexible.
 I would love to tell you that on Jan. 1 everything is going back to normal, but 
I can’t do that. I’m not sure when we will see normal again, but I can tell you that 
God has called us to serve Him as we work with students. If that is your heart, 
take some time to look ahead, but be prepared to hold things loosely.

Wrestling
 • Conway, Dec. 11 — CBC head 
wrestling coach Ken Prophete has 
announced the addition of a pair of 
wrestlers to his team for the 2021-22 
season. Jesus Carcamo from Western 

Central Baptist College
1501 College Ave. • Conway, Arkansas 72034

(501) 329-6872 • (800) 205-6872 • www.cbc.edu
 Twitter: @CentBaptCollege and @tkimbrow

Terry Kimbrow
President 

PROFILE

 2020 has been a year unlike any other I have experienced in my lifetime. But 
even in the midst of uncertainty, fear and what some would call chaos, I have been 
reminded that God is faithful. He alone is our Provider, Sustainer and Comforter!
 Our country is changing and the global health pandemic continues. Christians 
are being asked to compromise their beliefs and conform to this world. The theme 
of our weekly chapel services this year is Esther 4:14, “For such a time as this.”
 I believe that Central Baptist College was founded, and continues to 
exist, “For such a time as this!” I can tell you, without reservation, that Central 
Baptist College is at a pivotal time in our history. I am finding increasing pres-
sure to conform to issues that would potentially compromise our mission. You 
have my word — we will protect our mission. But we need your help! There are 
some things that must occur for us to not just survive, but thrive. To continue in 
our mission of “transforming lives by integrating Christian faith and academic 
excellence,” we need you!
 I’ve often said, “I think everyone who has been touched in a positive way by this 
place can and should be giving to CBC.” I really believe that, but I don’t think we 
have done the best job of challenging our alumni and friends to give. I’m asking 
you to do just that — give a gift to CBC this holiday season and know that every 
single contribution helps us continue our mission of “transforming lives.” 
 Our annual fund program is called “Gifts that Transform.” With nine focus 
areas (listed at cbc.edu/transform), you can direct your gift to the fund where 
you would like to see the greatest impact. This Christmas season, as you reflect 
on the many gifts you have received from God, please consider a Christmas or 
End of Year gift to CBC. Every contribution is a “transformational gift” be-
cause it is used to further the mission and ministry of CBC.
 Many people also consider a memorial or honor gift at this time of year. 
When you give this way, a note will be sent acknowledging that you have given 
a donation (without revealing the dollar amount of the gift) to the family of the 
person you want to remember or to the person you want to honor. 
 To give online, visit cbc.edu/give. If you prefer to pay by check, please make 
your check payable to Central Baptist College and include the name of the fund 
you wish to support or the person you wish to honor or memorialize on the memo 
line. Checks may be mailed to Central Baptist College, 1501 College Avenue, 
Conway, Ark., 72034. To enjoy a tax credit, checks must be postmarked or online 
payments must be made by 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 31. If you have questions or need 
additional information, please contact Amy Reed, Director of Development, at 
areed@cbc.edu or (501) 205-8934.

Merry Christmas!
 I rejoice in all God has allowed CBC to enjoy and I am looking forward to 
His continued blessings on this place. Our challenges are huge, but they are not 
bigger than our God! I join the CBC administration, faculty, and staff in wish-
ing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Offices Closed for Christmas and New Year’s Holidays
 The CBC campus will be closed Monday, Dec. 21 through Friday, Dec. 25 
for the Christmas holiday. We will close at noon on Thursday, Dec. 31 and all 
day on Friday, Jan. 1 for the New Year’s holiday. We will be open for regular 
business hours from Dec. 28-30 and then Jan. 4 and after.

Give the Gift of Education 
This Christmas

High School in Davie, Fla., and En-
drick Theodore from Taravella High 
School in Tampa, Fla., will join the 
Mustangs next fall.
 • Lebanon, Tenn., Dec. 12 — 
Competing for the final time in 2020, 
CBC was on the mat for a tri-dual 
against Cumberland University and 
Midway University hosted by CU. 
CBC dropped both ends of the tri-
dual, 54-0 to CU and 54-3 to MU.

By Katy McCown
 The crash. I heard it and set out to 
find the source. I figured another orna-
ment had fallen victim to a little boy’s 
game. I didn’t expect to see the entire 
tree on the floor. Turns out a game of 
cat and mouse — where the kids are 
the cat, and the cat is the mouse — left 
the once gleaming tree in shambles on 
the ground. And the truth is, it left so 
much more than a mess.
 Because the truth is, when the 
Christmas tree tumbled, it took my 
heart with it. I’ve struggled this year as 
six new places in six years has caught 
up with me. Uncertainty storms my 
soul. I’m tired. I’m lonely.
 While others look forward to Christ-
mas traditions, I grit my teeth and tell 
myself it’s okay that I’ll sit alone at the 
Christmas Eve service (if I even show). 
It’s okay that we’ll be alone Christmas 
Day, again; and it’s okay if I don’t know 
where we’ll be in a month, or six.
 As we hung ornaments this year, 
I hung my heart with them because 
this tree represents something stable, 
something certain, a story of us. It tells 
of the newlyweds tucked in, on their 
own, for a long Cleveland winter. It 
tells of the news that brought joy mixed 
with fear when God added that first 
baby boy years ago. It tells of a Santa 
who clearly likes to play football and 
six little elves who God sent to add 
wonder and thrills to each day.
 And every year for a decade, no mat-
ter the place, we’ve lifted the same star 
atop this story. This year, with the help 
of her strong daddy, my daughter did 
the honors. Stability. Certainty. Peace.
 But now it lies in a shattered pile on 
the floor. Water drained out. Ornaments 
broken. Pine needles scattered. The star 
separated and alone. Just like me.
 As I tried to move the tree, more or-
naments fell. More memories cracked. 
And I backed off because I don’t know 
if I can take one more of something 
that’s supposed to be beautiful turning 
into something sharp and painful.
 The kids’ concerned questions echoed 
behind me, “Is Christmas ruined? Will 
we still have a Merry Christmas?”
 And since I’m Mom, and the unspo-
ken super glue that holds the home and 
the holidays together, I reached down, 
grabbed hold of the trunk and started 
lifting. It took two tries for me to admit, 
I can’t do this alone. Any of it.
 “‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel’ (which means, God with us).” 
Matt. 1:23 (ESV)
 I lowered my head yet lifted my 
eyes and gathered my troops together. 

When a Mess is 
More than a Mess

https://www.cbc.edu/give_to_cbc/transform
mailto:areed@cbc.edu
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Journey with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

It’s Time to Celebrate
 You may read that title and wonder, “What is there to celebrate in 2020?” To 
be honest, I completely understand that thought, but as we approach the end 
of this crazy year, I think it is important for us to realize we can still celebrate.
 First, and most importantly, we can celebrate because God is still in 
control! Even though we look back over 2020 and there are so many things 
(financial uncertainty, personal hurt, death of loved ones, a crazy pandemic, 
etc.) that we were not able to control, we can put our faith in the truth that 
God is still on His throne and His sovereign will is still supreme. We will 
never understand everything that takes place in the world, but my prayer 
for all of us is that this truth will allow “peace that passes all understanding” to 
reign in your hearts and minds as we wrap up 2020 and look ahead to 2021.
 We can also celebrate because Jesus provides us with hope! This is the 
time of year that we celebrate Jesus coming into our world as a baby. He 
went on to live a perfect life and give His life to pay for your sins and mine 
so that we can be made right with God. This is something we can celebrate 
in any circumstance and no matter what year it is! Why not take some time 
to reflect on this all throughout this season? I would encourage you to find 
Advent devotionals that you can use with your family to celebrate all aspects 
of Jesus coming to earth as a baby. While a quick internet search for “advent 
devotionals” will bring up many results, you can also visit baptisttrumpet.
com/advent for some resources I have found.
 Even in a year that has been filled with many things that could steal our 
joy, let’s be intentional and take some time to celebrate our amazing God as 
we close out 2020 and look ahead to 2021.

It’s That Time of Year
 Diane and I talked about many things as we prepared for her retirement, 
and one thing she mentioned many times was that at the end of the year 
things would be pretty tight for the finances at the Trumpet. I can say without 
a doubt that, “She was right!” While it is not as bad as it has been in years 
past, we are living “week to week.”
 There are a number of reasons that cause this to be true. One is that for 
the last two months of the year, we only have three issues. While that does 
mean we do have some lower expenses (it is about $2,800 to print and mail 
the paper each week), we are also not billing churches for the weeks we don’t 
have an issue, so our income is less (church billing runs about $3,300 each 
week). We still have the “overhead” and production costs associated with the 
paper that don’t stop just because we don’t have an issue to print. It is also 
a time when many churches’ finances are also tight, so we don’t see as many 
offerings as usual.
 I share this simply to be as up front and honest as possible. We could use 
a few “timely” offerings to help keep us in good standing as we end the year 
and begin looking ahead to our time of Special Emphasis in 2021.
 Thank you for your faithfulness to support the ministry of the Baptist 
Trumpet. We know God is still in control, and we trust Him to continue to 
provide our needs.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
 On behalf of Associate Editor Allan Eakin’s family and mine, we wish 
you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We pray God’s richest 
blessings for you and your family.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Jonesboro District WMA, Jan. 
9, 10 a.m., Prospect, Jonesboro. 
 Central Ark. District Brother-
hood, Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m., Pleasant 
Grove, Carlisle. 
 Southwest District GMA, Jan. 
23, First, Taylor. 
 Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, Mar. 8, 6:30 p.m., Central, 
Hughes.

 CBC Homecoming, Jan. 29-30; 
Central Baptist College.
 CBC Scholarship Gala, Feb. 
20, 6:00 p.m.; Conway Expo Center. 
Contact Amy Reed for more info at 
areed@cbc.edu.
 World Missions Day, Feb. 28; 
Jerry Kidd Offering for BMA World 
Missions.
 Fresh Grounded Faith Wom-
en’s Event, Aug. 6-7, 7 p.m. Fri., 
12:30 p.m. Sat.; Antioch, Conway.

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Beacon, Taylor gained one by letter 
and one by baptism; Karry Easley, pastor.
 North View, North Little Rock 
received two by letter; Mike Cantrell, 
pastor; Rebekah Head, reporter.
 Old Hickory, Hattieville added 
two by letter; Johnnie Hoffman, pastor.
 Unity, Hope rejoices over two 
by baptism and one by letter; Penny 
Ehrhardt.

 Ark. Ladies Retreat, Sept. 25, 
9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

By Dan Williams, BMA of Ark. Galilean Promoter
 The annual Arkansas Galilean Fall 
camp was held at Beaverfork Campground 
Dec. 4-5. Nine campers, representing two 
churches attended. (Antioch, Conway 
and Village Creek, Mabelvale) While at-
tendance was lower than usual, those that 
attended enjoyed a great time of fellowship and a challenge from God’s Word.
 The speaker for camp was Executive Editor Jeff Herring. The theme for this 
final meeting of the year was “Resolution,” from Isa. 53:4-5. During the Friday 
night session, the focus was on verse 4 and the question, “Why did Jesus have 
to die?” Everyone was reminded that Jesus died to pay for our sins to give us 
the opportunity to be brought into a right relationship with God. On Saturday 
morning the message was from verse 5 and answered the question, “What is the 
result of Jesus’ death on the cross?” Campers were reminded that the ultimate 
result of Jesus’ death is a peace with God and with others.
 There was some time on Saturday morning that Bro. Herring shared about 
the ministry of the Baptist Trumpet and answered questions from the boys.
 The following 2021 state officers were elected: President Hudson Wallace 
(Antioch, Conway); First Vice President Hayden Leonard (Denver Street, 
Greenwood); Second Vice President Ethan Nichols (Village Creek, Mabel-
vale); Secretary Austin Herring (Antioch, Conway); Historian Isaac Crocker 
(Immanuel, Greenbrier); and Song Leader Will Sellers (Antioch, Conway). The 
new officers will meet in January to plan and establish the theme for the year 
and discuss options for the spring camp at CBC based on the latest COVID-19 
information available at that time.
 For more information on this camp or how your church can begin a Galilean 
program, contact me at dwilltwelve@gmail.com or (501) 336-4586.

Arkansas Galileans Hold Camp

By Danny Eddy, ABS Director
 Since last month we enjoyed a 
combined quarter break/Thanksgiving 
break, of a week and a half. It seemed 
like a very quick turnaround, and we 
are back for the winter quarter. Things 
seem a little more normal than when 
we started in the fall — not that the 
COVID-19 restrictions are less, but 
everyone is used to wearing masks and 
social distancing, and they are excited 
to be back at ABS! Everything is in 
person now, with precautions, and it’s 
much easier to invite new students.
 Louisiana has recently gone to a 
modified phase 2. No matter what that 
means for churches, we must follow 
the Tech guidelines for organizations, 
which means we are limited to 25% 
capacity in our worship service. We 
still can’t serve food unless it’s bought 
pre-packaged; and of course, we keep 
everyone six feet apart, with masks. 
We have recently had one girl with 
COVID-19, but she has recovered, and 
another is currently under quarantine 
because it’s in her family.
 We started the quarter with three 
students coming back a day early to 
decorate for Christmas. The officers 
have met, and there seems to be real 
excitement among the students. The 
first IMPACT worship had 16 in at-
tendance, and we added a guitar player 
to the praise team. On Thursday, we 
started new Bible study groups, divided 
into guys and girls with students lead-
ing and 13 participating. We’ve already 
had a Monday morning prayer meeting 
and a Friday fun night. So, things are off 
to a good start, with real potential for 
growth this quarter, both spiritually and 
in attendance.
 Please continue to pray for this 
ministry as we deal with COVID-19 
while trying to reach out to new 
students and do God’s will on this 
campus. As always, thank you to all 
who support us in any way!

Greetings 
From La. Tech

Spotlight on Missions
is a column that highlights the

ministries of our BMA missionaries.
Send 300-400 words as a Word document to editor@baptisttrumpet.com. 

If you include a photo, please make sure it is full size & in jpeg format.
Help us get the word out about your ministry

to our over 8000 subscribers!

mailto:wsbc75494@gmail.com
mailto:areed@cbc.edu
mailto:dwilltwelve@gmail.com
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For ServiceFor Service

 Antioch Baptist Church in Car-
thage, Texas is seeking a pastor. Re-
sumes may be sent to pulpit commit-
tee, Attn: Scott Dyer, at 442 County 
Road 1081, Carthage, Tex. 75633 or 
sedyer57@gmail.com (903) 690-4819.
 Bradford Baptist Church in 
Bradford is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Resumes may be sent to the Pulpit 
Committee at P.O. Box 16, Bradford, 
Ark. 72020 or bbcbradfordar@gmail.
com. For more information, call (501) 
344-2414.
 First Baptist Church, Jackson-
ville, Tex. is seeking a pastor. Please 
send resumes to: Search Committee, 

Lessons Learned in 2020

CHURCH HEALTH
P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878

(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com
LARRY BARKER

Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

 Christmas is upon us and this unbe-
lievable year is coming to a close. Trying 
to figure out how we should celebrate 
this holiday season is challenging. Yes, 
opinions are plentiful and can quickly 
become very heated and tension filled. 
The continual question is, “How do you 
navigate these unprecedented times?”
 As we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, we should remember that He 
came at the appointed time, and we are 
living at exactly the time He appointed 
for us. How are we responding to this 
opportunity, and what are we learning 
through this journey?
 We have definitely learned, once 
again, that God is faithful. His faith-
fulness is seen as He has promised 
His presence and His power to us in 
all situations. Tony Evans gives an 
excellent definition and description 
of peace: “Peace doesn’t mean that you 
will not have problems. Peace means 
that your problems will not have you.”
 Jesus told us, “In the world you will 
have tribulation” ( John 16:33). Rela-
tionships may falter, jobs may cease, 
health may decline and the economy 
could continue to dip and turn; “But 
be of good cheer,” Christ continued, “I 
have overcome this world.”
 Hopefully, we have learned to 
practice grace to everyone, no matter 
how different his/her position is to 
ours. You shepherd many different 
types of sheep with many different 
viewpoints. Everyone’s viewpoint must 
bow to biblical principle; but to be 
honest, all too often, individuals try to 
hold us hostage to their extra-biblical 
positions. Do not compare your situa-
tion to someone else’s context, and do 
not judge them over their decisions. I 
Peter 3:8 reminds us that we should be 
likeminded, sympathetic, love believ-
ers, compassionate and humble.
 We have learned that we don’t 
always know what to do, and in our 
weakness He is made strong! If any-
thing good has come out of COV-
ID-19, maybe it is a greater realization 
of how much we desperately need the 
Lord. In New Mercies Every Morning, 
Paul David Tripp reminds us that since 
the Lord willingly expended great ef-
fort to redeem us, we can rest assured 
that He will expend the same divine 
power and grace to protect, mature, 
provide for and keep us. He gives us 
everything we need when we need it 
— that is called His grace!
 We are learning to lead more hori-
zontally and less from the top down. 
You do not have to carry the burden by 
yourself. Lean on the Lord and learn 
to lean on others more.
 Wayne Cordeiro in Leading on 
Empty says that almost anyone could 

do 85% of what we do; 15% of what 
we do, someone could be trained to 
do the task, carry out the initiative or 
oversee that ministry; Leaving only 
5% that only you can do. Find that 
5%, and work diligently in those areas 
of soul-care, family-care, discipleship 
and leadership development. Discover 
your unique place in the body, and al-
low others to fulfill theirs.
 We are learning to lead with con-
fidence and courage as we trust the 
Lord to guide and direct us. Make the 
best God-directed changes or adjust-
ments that need to be made and move 
on. You cannot please everyone, and 
if you try you, will most likely please 
no one. You will make mistakes, but 
make sure they are mistakes of the 
head and not mistakes of the heart. 
Remain humble, yet determined, to 
keep your heart tender toward the 
daily nudges of the Holy Spirit. Pray 
a lot, seek wise counsel and trust the 
Lord for the outcome.
 We must be prepared and ready to 
give an answer to anyone at any time. 
Peter challenges us I Peter 3:15 (CSB) 
when he says, “but in your hearts re-
gard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any 
time to give a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you.”
 During these challenging times, 
people are asking the worldview 
questions that need a biblical answer. 
How did we get here? How did this 
get so broken? What can be done to 
fix it? Questions answered by creation, 
depravity and redemption.
 Let’s work harder at encouraging 
and helping those who are isolated and 
alone. The disconnect is real for those 
who are afraid, or just cannot attend, 
because of being compromised during 
this pandemic. Church Leaders Daily 
News reported that a recent survey 
revealed that mental health is at a 
20-year low in the United States with 
one exception — weekly churchgoers. 
We should not use this as preaching 
fodder to say they should be in church 
but rather as a rallying call to ask our 
churches what we are going to do to 
help them through this time.
 “Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why 
so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior 
and my God” (Psa. 42:11 NIV). We need 
Him, first and foremost, and we need 
one another. We are not in this alone!
 Quoting Paul David Tripp again, 
“You do not have what you need inside 
yourself to live as you were created to 
live!” In Rom. 8:32 (HCSB) Paul says, 
“He did not spare His own Son but offered 
Him up for us all; how will He not also 
with Him grant us everything?” We have 
been promised everything we need!

By C. Swindoll • Growing Strong 
 (via Missouri Missionary Baptist) — 
Some gifts you can give this Christmas 
are beyond monetary value:
 • Mend a quarrel;
 • Dismiss suspicion;
 • Tell someone, “I love you;”
 • Give something away anony-
mously;
 • Forgive someone who has treated 
you wrong;
 • Turn away wrath with a soft an-
swer;
 • Visit someone in a nursing home;
 • Apologize if you were wrong; or
 • Be especially kind to someone 
with whom you work. 
 Give as God gave to you in Christ 
— without obligation, announcement, 
reservation or hypocrisy.

Gifts Without Cost

Christmas Greetings
From Your Officers

Just Thinking...
By Tom Mitchell

President, BMA of Arkansas
(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

 Serving the Lord is a privilege for His believers. As far as I am concerned, the 
officers of the BMA of Arkansas are greatly blessed to serve Him by serving you, 
the churches of this association. I have asked our vice-presidents to share their 
Christmas greetings since this will be the last issue of Baptist Trumpet for 2020.
From First Vice-President Dr. Gary O’Neal
 I pray God’s richest blessing upon you during this Christmas season. May 
we experience the peace that comes from worshiping the One prophesied by 
Isaiah: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be on 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold 
it with justice and righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of his will do this” (Isa. 9:6-8 ESV).
From Second Vice-President Michael Battenfield
 I am praying for all of our brothers and sisters as we come near the end of a 
year that none of us will forget — a year of trials, pain, uncertainty and loss that 
has tried the faith and perseverance of any saint. May we all be filled with the 
joy of the Savior we celebrate this season, and be empowered to push harder, 
and be evermore intentional at fulfilling the Great Commission in 2021 as the 
return of our Lord and Savior grows nearer.
And from Me
 I join with my brothers in expressing our feelings for the impetus for giv-
ing our best to the Master as this year finally comes to a close and the new one 
comes to us. Collectively, we have agreed to do our utmost to work not only for 
the churches, but with them, in urging the associational churches to set our eyes 
on Jesus and to seek His will and follow His way.
 As I have often written over the past nine months, dealing with a pandemic 
is difficult if we try to face it in our own strength. But through Christ we can 
do what we thought we couldn’t and get through this as, in our weaknesses, He 
makes us strong. We are praying for the pastors, worship leaders, youth pastors 
and servants of the churches of this association to trust in the Lord with all their 
hearts and to not lean on their own understanding. As we faithfully follow the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, we will find that, indeed, we can do everything we 
need to do through Christ who strengthens us.
 And I would be remiss to not request prayer for the leaders and workers of our 
four associational departments: Missions Executive Director Paul White and the 
state missionaries; Central Baptist College President Terry Kimbrow and the admin-
istration and faculty; BMA of Ark. Youth Department Director Dan Carson; and 
Baptist Trumpet Executive Editor Jeff Herring and Associate Editor Allan Eakin. 
 Karen and I want to wish each reader of the Baptist Trumpet a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. May the Prince of Peace rule and reign in 
each of our hearts. May God bless you, one and all!

With a shaky voice and heart to match 
it, I stood before them with this, “No! 
Christmas is not ruined. And Yes, we 
will have a Merry Christmas. No matter 
what happens to this tree — whether 
we pick it up or throw it away, whether 
it shines again or there’s no tree at all 
— Christmas will not change.”
 We sat circled by brokenness and 
disappointment. But my still-weary 
heart now hung on truth. God is the 
super glue. God is the certainty. And 
God is with us.
 I enlisted little hands and, at the 
count of three, we hoisted our tree 
back into place. We surveyed the dam-
age left behind and got to work. We 
trashed the crushed ornaments and 
stacked the survivors.
 As I type this, there’s still a mess 
to clean up. The tree still feels shaky 
and I’m not sure if there’s a vacuum 
big enough to hold all the needles. 
Lights still run amuck, and the star 
still sits, separated from its perch. The 
scene begs for a re-do…this fall just 
became a fresh start.
 “For God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us 
this wonderful message of reconciliation” 
(II Cor. 5:19 NLT).
 Something tells me I’m not the only 
one who’s felt lonely, weary or heart-
broken, especially at this time of year. 
Your mess is likely nothing like mine, 
but maybe you need a fresh start, too?
 So, I offer you this — Christmas 
will never change. Brokenness will not 
break it, loneliness won’t lessen it and 
uncertainty can’t unravel it.
 Will there be messes? Yes. Will we 
feel alone? Yes. But will we be alone? 
No, because Christmas proclaims Im-
manuel (God with Us), and on that we 
hang our hearts. He is something stable. 
He is something certain. He is Peace.
 — Used with permission. Originally 
published at cutt.ly/lifeword-mess, this 
article may be reproduced or reprinted 
with permission from Lifeword. Katy 
McCown (katymccown.com) is a for-
mer NFL wife, mother of six, writer for 
Proverbs 31 Ministries and president of 
She Laughs Ministries. 210 Philips St, Jacksonville, Texas 

75766 or reception@firstjax.org.
 Keltys First Baptist Church in 
Lufkin, Texas is seeking a full-time 
lead teaching pastor. Resumes, minis-
try philosophy and sermon links can be 
emailed to jobs@keltys.org or mailed 
to Attn: Pastor Search, P.O. Box 3043, 
Lufkin, Tex., 75903. Visit keltys.org/
pastorsearch for more information and 
a job description.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Contact Greg Hardister at 
(620) 704-6860.
 Walnut Street Baptist Church in 
Winnsboro, Texas is seeking a senior 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to P.O. 
Box 587, Winnsboro, Texas 75494, 
wsbc75494@gmail.com or via our 
website at www.walnutstreetbaptist-
church.org.

mailto:bbcbradfordar@gmail.com
mailto:bbcbradfordar@gmail.com
https://cutt.ly/lifeword-mess
mailto:reception@firstjax.org
mailto:wsbc75494@gmail.com
http://www.walnutstreetbaptistchurch.org
http://www.walnutstreetbaptistchurch.org
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By Scotty Karber
 I am writing this column on Dec. 28, just three days after Christmas, but it 
is being forgotten already. Stores are having “after Christmas” sales, decorations 
are disappearing and many Christmas trees are already finding their inevitable 
place along the roadway awaiting the garbage truck.
 In order to teach us that we can trust God for our needs, Jesus said, “Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin” (Matt. 6:28). In 
order to share a lesson learned from a friend, Scotty says, “Consider the Christmas 
trees of the house, how they stand; they grow not, neither do they live.”
 • Aluminum — Consider first the aluminum tree, meant only to be a decora-
tive substitute for the real thing. It has limbs and needles; you can trim it, light 
it and it will be bright and shiny, but cold to the touch.
 • Artificial — Consider next the artificial tree. It has a natural looking trunk, 
branches and needles, and often requires a closer look to determine that it is not 
really real. It can also be decorated, lighted and admired; it sheds no needles, and 
can be stored for use next year.
 • Real — Finally, consider the “real” tree. Pine cedar, fir or spruce are all used, 
and come in all shapes and sizes. They can be shaped, flocked, trimmed, lighted, 
even smelled and are my personal favorite. The only problem is they dry out and 
must be thrown away.

Like Some Christians
 • Aluminum — Some “Christians” are like the aluminum tree. They are not 
even an imitation of the real tree, only a substitute. They expect to go to Heaven 
when they die, but don’t base their expectation on how they live or what they 
do with Christ.
 • Artificial — Then there are the artificial Christians. They look like the real 
thing, often pass as the real thing, but they emit no sweet fragrance. They give a 
good life, but often go into storage at the first convenient opportunity.
 • Real — Finally, what about the “real “trees? Many Christians are like them, 
too. They look real, they are enjoyed, they can be lighted, trimmed for special 
occasions, but they are dying. They only used to be real.

A True Tree
 You see, a real tree is one standing in the field with a trunk, limbs, needles and 
roots. All the others begin to die just as soon as they are cut off from the roots. 
In John 15, Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in Me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing.”
 Just like a real Christmas tree begins to die when it is cut, so do we. The tree 
still looks, feels, even smells real, but it is dying and sooner or later it turns brown 
and is thrown out.
 When we do not abide in Christ, (which simply means that I give my life to 
Him and He gives His life to me) we begin to wither. People may not notice at 
first. You may stand in a forest of real Christians and go where they go and do 
what they do, but it gets harder and harder, and you know you are not getting 
any food or water and feel yourself drying up.
 There is only one cure. Christ is the Bread and Water of life, and you cannot 
live without giving your life to Him and He in return sharing His with you. There 
is only one other option. “If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 
is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned” 
( John 15:6).

(reprinted from the Jan. 2, 1980 Baptist Trumpet)

Consider the Christmas Tree

 Robert Michael Edmondson, 67, 
of Canton, Texas passed away on Dec. 7. 
He surrendered to the gospel ministry 
at age 15 and began pastoring at age 
16. He pastored numerous churches 
over 44 years in Arkansas and Texas, 
including: Bethany, Dardanelle; First, 
Emerson; West Heights, Little Rock; 
Calvary, Marvell; Fairview, Blytheville; 
Grace, El Dorado; Greenpond, Como, 
Tex.; Hilltop, Keller, Tex.; Northridge, 
Keller, Tex.; First, Gurdon; Faith, 
Newport; Pleasant Hill, Nacogdoches, 
Tex.; and New Bethlehem, Cut and 
Shoot, Tex. At the time of his death, 
he was a member of Old Bethel 
Baptist Church in Canton, Texas.
 Survivors include: his wife 
of 17 years, Deborah Edmondson 
of Canton, Texas; mother, Norma 
Jean Reeves of Texarkana; one 
sister, Vicki Fahr of Texarkana; 
one brother, Chuck Edmondson of 
Texarkana; one half-sister, Jennifer 
Mills of Judsonia; three sons, Ryan 
Edmondson of Irving, Texas, Tyler 
Edmondson of Waxahachie, Texas, 
and Jordan DeGraftenreed of Irving, 
Texas; one step-daughter, Laura 
Hazzard of Canton, Texas; one step-
son, Bradley Duncan of Gun Barrel 
City, Texas; 10 grandchildren and 1 
great-grandchild.
 The memorial service was held 
Dec. 13 at Old Bethel Baptist Church 
in Canton, Texas. Arrangements 
by Hilliard Funeral Home 
(hilliardfuneralhome.com) in Van Tex.

Texas Pastor Dies

DeathsDeaths
 Judy Hudman, 66 of Magnolia, 
passed away Dec. 9. She was a member 
of Antioch West Baptist Church.
 C har lotte Ly nn (Rhodes) 
Hughes, 71 of Searcy, passed away 
Dec. 7. She was a member of West 
Race Baptist Church.

Need
Printing? 

Trumpet Printing
can help. Call
(501) 565-0479
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PROFILEBMA of 
Arkansas 

State 
Missions

Paul White
executive Director

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
(501) 565-4601 • E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

Director’s Email: arstamis@comcast.net
www.bmaofarkansas.com

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Carter Pearce, Grace, Green Forest; (870) 688-7412

Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752
Jim Tollison, Mustard Seed, Cain; (870) 370-3938

Chad White, Connection Point, Brookland; (870) 243-4683
Darrin Smith, Life Journey, Fort Smith; (479)-763-8909

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, Not Alone, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Christ-mas
 Some people think that the coming of Jesus is a New Testament happening 
— something that started when the angel appeared to Mary. Friends, if that were 
all the proof we had, that alone would be enough because the Word of God is 
without error. It says what it means, and it means what it says.
 All through the Old Testament, we see time and again, the mention of the 
coming of Jesus to Earth. I want to go all the way back to the book of Genesis. 
Yes, back past the gospels, back passed Micah. In fact, there are some 127 Mes-
sianic predictions involving more than 3,000 Bible verses.
 “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come; and unto him (shall) the gathering of the people (be)” (Gen. 49:10). Here 
we see the prediction of Jacob concerning the promised Messiah. This verse gives 
the Christian those solid proofs of the authority and divinity of our Christian 
faith. His coming was predicted some 1,700 years before His incarnation. In 
this verse, He is referred to as Shiloh (which means peace) and this appears to 
have a threefold signification:
 • Messenger or one who is sent — Jesus was sent of the Father, the messenger 
of God’s love and mercy to us. “Jesus answered and said unto them; this is the work 
of God that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” ( John 6:29). “For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me” ( John 6:38). 
 Jesus came for the redemption of the world. We are told that, in the fulness 
of time, God sent him forth. The Holy Spirit descended upon Him and after-
wards He began His public ministry as a peacemaker. “The Spirit of the Lord (is) 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised” (Luke 4:18). This strikingly 
agrees with the prophecy of Isaiah — “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 6:9) and the song of 
the angels — “Peace on Earth” (Luke 2:14).
 Sin exposed our guilt to the wrath of God. Jesus came to make a way of reconcili-
ation. He offered the perfect price to the insulted justice and holiness of God. As the 
perfect Savior, He was sent of God to be the Savior. He became a Savior through 
making peace for us. Only Jesus alone possesses the qualification to be man’s savior. 
“He is mighty to save” (Zeph.3:17). “He can save to the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25). 
 • The appearing of the Messiah — “Until Shiloh come.” This sent of God, 
this blessed peacemaker and perfect savior was to come. He was of the tribe of 
Judah as spoken of by both Matthew and Luke. 
 • The work of the Messiah — “Unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” 
This is very much like Eph. 1:10, “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in Him.”
 The death of Christ was the great attractor, for Jesus tells us “If I be lifted up...” 
( John 12:32). Peter lifted up Christ on the day of Pentecost, and 3,000 were 
saved. Afterward, the Apostles went everywhere through the known world and 
gathered out of all nations a people to the Redeemer’s praise. 
 In every age, souls have been gathered to Christ. So it is now, the good news 
of the gospel has gone forth into all accessible lands of our world, for the pur-
pose of gathering men to Christ. They are gathered to the foot of the cross as 
the source of salvation, to His church as the visible friends of His Kingdom and 
to His cause as devoted followers. Jesus is the promised Shiloh. His name, work 
and glory are His own. He claims the praise and the love of our redeemed race.
 Let me close — salvation is being gathered to Him as wandering sheep 
brought to His fold, and just when you think it couldn’t get any better, it does! 
We are to be called into His presence. He is to set up His Kingdom and we are 
to be forever with the Lord.
 Merry Christmas.

From Our Missionaries
 Arkansas Hispanic Missions: Mi-
chael Hight writes, “The Pandemic has 
made group meetings a difficult chore, 
but I continue to maintain conversa-
tions with our missionaries via phone 
and email. We had a nice Christmas 

celebration for the men in Little Rock 
on Friday, and everyone was there except 
for Guilmar and Sal. It was a breath of 
fresh air to spend some time with them.
 “We have not made any advance-
ment on our potential Hispanic can-
didate in Northwest Arkansas due to 

COVID-19 illnesses. I will keep you 
posted.
 “Please keep these guys in your 
prayers, they are fighting an  uphill 
battle and Satan is using COVID-19 
to discourage many from coming to 
church. In fact, all of our pastors are 
struggling during this time, so keep 
us all in your prayers!”
 Connection Point, Brookland: 
Chad White writes, “We had a good 
week at Connection Point. Sunday, 
we enjoyed a good day. Our numbers 
were up, and we had some first-time 
guests with us in our service.
 “We have enjoyed worshipping with 
some seasonal songs this Christmas. We 
have also been going through a Christ-
mas sermon series. It is such a blessing 
to be able to celebrate the holidays with 
our church family. The people of Con-
nection Point would like to wish a very 
Merry Christmas to each of you. May 
you be healthy and happy this season as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus!”
 The Mustard Seed, Cain: Jim 
Tollison writes, “Despite the weather, 
attendance at the mission was very 
good. Becky and I were in Oklahoma 
for our grandson’s, Logan Harper, wed-
ding. We experienced a pretty good 
snow fall just in time for the wedding.
 “Kenneth and Carolyn Colvert 
graciously filled in for us. Kenneth 
did the preaching, and Carolyn was 
in charge of the music. I have heard 
only good things from our folks about 
the services. Thanks, Kenneth and 
Carolyn, for your help.
 “Becky and I have some family 
members who are experiencing CO-
VID-19 at this time. We are hoping 
we missed any exposure. We know that 
God is still in control. Please remem-
ber us in your prayers. God bless you 
all during this Christmas season.”
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, “Last 
week, we held the Christmas Mall event. 
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
those who had registered came to col-
lect five gifts for each of their children. 
Each parent or guardian came at the 
time and day indicated,  and we had the 
opportunity to evangelize 15 mothers 
and saw 6 receive Christ as their Lord 
and Savior! We give the Glory to God.
 We believe that this is not the re-
sult of the event itself, but rather it is a 
product of the work that God has been 
doing in their lives throughout the year 
in the programs that are being developed, 
both with the distribution of food and 

the donations from City Serve. Some 
people have commented to us that they 
have been very impressed since they have 
seen that we not only serve people who 
attend our church, we serve the entire 
community regardless of religion or race. 
God has been glorified, and we are happy. 
 “We pray asking God that this 
year will not be remembered only as 
the year of the pandemic, but that it 
also be remembered as the year of the 
beginning of the awakening of the 
church. We pray that God will give us 
the wisdom to capitalize on all the social 
work carried out with spiritual growth 
of the community, that everyone can see 
Christ and have the opportunity to be 
exposed to the gospel and surrender at 
His feet, asking for forgiveness for their 
sins. We pray that the congregation will 
be able to show the love of Christ so 
that the community will be motivated 
to follow Him.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “It has been 
very difficult to plan in this time of a 
pandemic. God has led us to change 
from week to week, to seek His direc-
tion moment-by-moment.
 “This Sunday we have planned our 
candle service, and we hope in God 
that it is a good time to remember that 
the reason for our celebration is Jesus 
Christ. We will do it in the fellowship 
area, with chocolate, sweet bread and 
other Latin traditions.

 “Online Berean Groups (cells) are 
growing. We now have two — one of 
those is in Colombia and one for those 
in Chile. Henri Forcella directs both of 
them and I try to help with the Group 
from Chile that has been growing. We 
have identified a person of peace (Karol) 
and she has mobilized her acquaintances 
so now there are nine in the group. 
Please pray because none of them are 
Christians, but they have a thirst for 
spiritual things. Join us as we pray for 
the salvation of each one who attends 
a Berean Group. To God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “What a wonderful week 
here at Faith Chapel! We had our second 
highest attendance ever on Sunday — 
the highest since our first service — and 
we had five first time visitors. It was a 
great day, Thank You Lord!
 “After the service, we had our first 
Christmas/fellowship potluck meal. 
Some of our visitors stayed, some 
didn’t, but all of our members did, and, 
oh, what a wonderful time we had!
 “If there is one thing that Satan is 
robbing us of with his COVID-19, it 
is fellowship with each other. I would 
just encourage each of you, even if you 
have to find creative ways to be safe 
or social distance, don’t give up those 
opportunities to lift each other up in 
joyous fellowship with each other and 
with Jesus. Thank You for your support 
and your prayers.”

 Full Name: Clinton Barrett Morris
 Address: 2305 Christine St., 
Springdale, Ark. 72762
 E-mail Address: mrrsclntn@
gmail.com 
 Mission field I’ll be serving in: 
Northwest Arkansas 
 Primarily, my ministry will include 
starting a house church, development 
of a community (coffeehouse meetups, 
boardgame events, and everyday inter-
action), witnessing to the immediate 
neighbors and ultimately growing a 
church, then finding a common place 
to meet, and become self-supporting.
 Wife’s name and maiden name: 
DeAnna Clark
 Children’s names and ages: Max 
(6); Paxton (4); Bearrett (3); Catalynna 
(11 mo.)
 My favorite hymn is “It is well 
with my soul.”
 My favorite subject in school was 
History.
 The best advice I ever received 
was: Try all foods, you never know 
when you will find one you will like; 
and what is your end goal? Discover 
it, so that you will know what you are 
working toward.
 Guests at my “fantasy dinner” 
would be: Jesus, Peter, Paul, Philip, 
Martin Luther and Charles Spurgeon 

 My favorite book (other than the 
Bible) is: Scifi, Ender’s Game; Fantasy, 
Hobbit; Christian, Spiritual Leadership.
 My hobbies are: road biking, 
painting, boardgames, designing 
boardgames and continual learning.
 I would love to visit Ireland.
 My “pet peeve” is wet socks and 
wet toilet seats.
 My most embarrassing moment 
was: while racing road bikes, my shorts 
ripped and I finished the race mooning 
everyone.
 The best thing about my ministry 
is I get to build real and meaningful 
relationships with people, and intro-
duce them to Jesus Christ.
 The worst thing about my min-
istry is my life is always on display, 
and the realization that just living a 
Christian testimony speaks volumes 
to the world.
 The greatest need in this minis-
try is the bravery to continually talk 
to more people. (I am an introvert at 
heart). The continual faith that God 
will lead and direct.
 Something most people don’t 
know about me is I am a published 
boardgame designer.
 I want my children to remember 
to always follow where God leads, even 
if it is going to push you out of your 
comfort zone, because God knows what 
ministry He has created you to do.
 I’d give anything to have met 
Philip James and Elisabeth Elliot.
 I have always wanted to travel 
overseas.
 I’d like for my epitaph to read, “He 
was a steadfast Christian who loved 
his family and Jesus Christ.”

Clinton 
Morris

mailto:mrrsclntn@gmail.com
mailto:mrrsclntn@gmail.com
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By Pat Quesenbury
 (via Baptist Prog-
ress) — “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with 
God” (v. 30 ESV) 
Reading this familiar 
story from Luke 1, I 
tried to imagine what 
this young teenage 
girl was thinking. Having a face-to-
face dialogue with the angel Gabriel 
had to be startling, and his message 
even more alarming.
 What did it mean? Was it pos-
sible that she would conceive and 
bear the one and only Son of God? 
It’s no wonder she asked, “How will 
this be…” (v. 34) What woman (of any 
age) would not be “greatly troubled” 
at such a pronouncement?
 Even though Mary did not under-
stand how it could happen, Gabriel’s re-
assuring reminder that “…nothing will 
be impossible with God” (v. 37) moved 
her doubting heart to a place of quiet 
submission, ending in a beautiful song 
of praise. Instead of fear and hesitation, 
Mary boldly confessed, “Behold, I am 
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word” (vs. 37-38).
 As we approach Christmas 2020, 
we are also asked to walk worthy of 
our calling, even when it’s not easy. We 
live in an angry world today, where 
selfishness and lawlessness are often 
on display. Accepting this as our “new 
normal” promotes fear, doubt and un-
certainty, choking out the joy we often 
expect during this season of the year.
 More than 2,000 years ago, the truth 
set Mary free, and it can do the same 
for us today. In her case, it was one of 
God’s top angels who delivered the 
message. Today, we have the written 
Word that is filled with promises that 
address our problems. Reading them 
will help. However, a promise is only 
as good as the one who makes it.
 The more we know about the source 
of this truth, the stronger our faith will 
be. Studying the names of God can be 
impactful. Learning who He is — His 
nature, His character, His position, His 
ability, His love (and much more) can 
be life-changing! One of my favorite 
names is El Elyon (God Most High) 
because it establishes His permanent 
presence with us, His many promises 

It’s Time To 
Celebrate By Dennis Baker 

 (via Missouri Missionary Baptist) — The text finds John weeping because no 
one was found worthy to open the book with the seven seals, and God’s redemp-
tive plan could not be completed until the scroll was opened. John was told not to 
weep because the redeemer that was worthy to open the seven seals was identified 
as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David and the Lamb. Jacob gave 
the scepter to Judah and made it the tribe of kings. Saul was not God’s man to 
establish a dynasty of kings, but David of the tribe of Judah. (Gen. 49:8-10) The 
image of the Lion speaks of dignity, sovereignty, courage and victory. Christ is 
the only one who can prove His kingship as the “Son of David.” (Matthew 1) 
 The Redeemer is the Root of David, meaning that He brought David and 
David’s line into existence. In humanity, Jesus had His roots in David: “And there 
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots” 
(Isa. 11:1). In deity, Jesus Christ is the Root of David, meaning that Christ is 
eternally present as the “Ancient of Days.” 
 The Redeemer, as the Lamb, presents the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
The Lamb had been slain, had seven horns and seven eyes. Seven represents 
perfection. The Lamb had perfect power (seven horns), perfect wisdom (seven 
eyes) and perfect presence (seven spirits). These are the attributes of God. The 
Lamb is God the Son Jesus Christ 
 Jesus is in Heaven, not in a manager, on the cross or in the tomb. Christ is in 
the midst of the throne, surrounded by believers. We do not worship a babe in 
a manger or a corpse on a cross. We worship the living, reigning Lamb of God 
who is in the midst of all the redeemed in Heaven. 
 The Lion is about to defeat Satan. The prince of this world is judged. “Of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged” ( John 16:11). Satan’s sentence 
has been passed, a judgment summons has been issued and execution is about to 
be put forth. “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out” ( John 12:31).
 After Jesus takes the scroll containing the title deed to the Earth, the redeemed 
worship Christ the Lamb. The Golden Vials are the prayers of the redeemed. 
The prayers of the saints that have been prayed for centuries are about to be 
answered. (Luke 18:7-8) 
 The redeemed begin the worship service by singing a song (Rev. 5:9-10):
 A worship hymn — “Thou art worthy;”
 A gospel message — “...for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood...;” 
 A missionary song — “...out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;”
 A devotional that announced the position of the believer in Christ — “And 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests...” and
 A prophetic hymn — “we shall reign on the earth.”
 The worship service will continue with an outburst of praise by the angels and 
every creature in the universe directed to the Redeemer because of His sacrificial 
death on the cross. When He was on earth He deliberately laid aside “power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). 
 He was born and died in weakness, but He is the recipient of all power. He 
was poor, yet He owns all the riches of Heaven and Earth. Men laughed at Him, 
yet He is the very wisdom of God. On earth, He was hungry, thirsty and became 
weary; but He possesses all strength. His kingship was mocked while on Earth, 
but in Heaven He receives all glory and honor. 
 The worship service will end with a loud “Amen.” 
 When the Lamb took the scroll from the Father’s hand, God’s eternal plan 
of redemption was being fulfilled and creation would be set free from the bond-
age of sin and death. The breaking of the seals will put in motion His coming 
to earth and establishing His kingdom. 
 As you shared in this worship service, did you find yourself saying “Amen?” 
 You may believe in Christ as the Creator, but have you trusted Him as your 
Redeemer?

 (via Missouri Missionary Baptist) 
— They think I’m some kind of cruel, 
heartless landlord. Someone must have 
told them that, but they’re wrong, just 
plain wrong; and it’s time to set the 
record straight, once and for all. 
 People say I’m an innkeeper. I sup-
pose you’d call it an inn; to us it’s just 
a big house. My grandfather, Joshua 
Ben-Yahoudi, built it back when his 
trading business was at a peak. And he 
built it big enough to fit all 14 kids! 
 Well, a few years ago, my wife and 
I were just rattling around in that big 
house — kids grown up and all — and 
we were thinking, maybe we could take 
in a few travelers. Rachel has always 
been mighty good in the kitchen, so 
we just let out word that we’d take 
people in, and they started to come. 
Every night, we’d have a person or two, 
sometimes more. People would always 
come back when they came to town 
again, intent on having another bowl 
of Rachel’s lamb stew. 
 Then came that census the governor 
thought up — taxation, pure and sim-
ple! People from all over the province 
flooded into town that week and filled 
us clean up. Rachel and I slept in the 
main room where we always did, and 
we started putting guests in the other 
three rooms. They kept coming, so we 
doubled up with two or three families 
to a room. Still, they kept coming, so 
finally, when we had filled the main 
room with four families plus Rachel 
and me, we started turning people away. 
 I must have gotten in and out of 
bed 10 times that night, stumbling 
over bodies to get to the door. “No 
more room, sorry folks. No more room. 
Come back in the morning. We have a 
couple of families leaving then.” They’d 
mutter something, then head back 
to their group and sleep somewhere 
next to a house under the shelter of a 
blanket. I just couldn’t make any more 
room. That’s the honest truth. 
 But I did make room for one more 
couple. Joseph was a burly man with big 
arms and strong hands — down from 
Nazareth, I think he said. He wouldn’t 
take “no” for an answer when I said, “No, 
I’m sorry.” He’d just tell me about his 
“little Mary.” Well, when I saw “little 
Mary,” she wasn’t very little; she was 
just about as pregnant as a woman can 
get and awfully pale. While Joseph was 
pleading, I saw her grab her tummy in 
pain, and I knew I couldn’t let her have 
that baby outside in the wind and cold. 
 The barn — that would just have to 
do, I told myself, and led them and their 
donkey out back. The barn was pretty 
crowded, so I shooed several animals 
into the pen outside to make room in 
one dry corner. Joseph said, “We sure are 
grateful, sir.” Then with a serious look, 
he asked me, “Do you know where I can 
find a midwife in these parts? We might 
need her tomorrow or the next day.” 
 That man didn’t know much about 

Worship of the Redeemer (Rev. 5:1-14)The Innkeeper’s Tale: You’d be a Believer, Too!
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson • Joyful Heart Renewal Ministries

Christmas From the States

to us and His divine power through us.
 Opening the channel to receive 
what He has promised depends upon 
our belief (Matt. 9:29). The unshakable 
fact that God is sovereign, and nothing 
happens outside of His plan or His 
permission, brings peace and hope to 
my heart — even in the middle of our 
crazy, mixed up world. (Isa. 14:24, 27; 
46:9-11)
 This Christmas holiday is a won-
derful time to focus on God’s greatest 
gift — His one and only Son, Jesus 
Christ. May His great love fill our 
hearts and minds, spilling over onto 

having babies, it was plain enough to 
see, so I ran to Aunt Sarah’s house and 
pounded on the door until her husband 
came. “One of the travelers is having 
a baby,” I told him. “I’ll wait while 
Aunt Sarah gets dressed.” I stopped 
a moment to catch my breath. “And 
tell her to hurry!” 
 By the time we got back to the 
barn, Joseph had “little Mary” settled 
on some soft, clean hay and wrapped 
up in a blanket. He was wiping the 
perspiration off her brow and speaking 
softly to her as she fought the waves 
of pain. Aunt Sarah sent me to get 
my Rachel, and when I came back 
with her, Aunt Sarah pushed Joseph 
and me out of the barn. “This ain’t no 
place for men,” she said. 
 We waited just outside in the shel-
ter of the barn for hours, it seemed 
like. Well, all of a sudden, we heard a 
little cry. “You’ve got a baby boy,” Aunt 
Sarah was saying as we peeped around 
the corner. She handed the young-un 
to Rachel and wrapped it up in those 
swaddling bands she had saved. Cute 
little thing, I tell you.
 While Joseph went over to Mary 
and gave her a big hug and a kiss on 
the cheek, Rachel handed the baby to 
Mary. Then she came over to me, took 
my hand and whispered, “Remember 
when our Joshua was born?” 
 The lantern was almost out, the 
cattle were lowing softly and baby Jesus 
was asleep in his mother’s arms. That’s 
how I left them as I walked Aunt Sarah 
home through the cold night air. 
 By the time I got back, Rachel was 
in bed, and I was about ready to put 
out the light, step over sleeping bodies 
and get under the warm covers, when 
I heard some murmuring out by the 
barn. I’d better check, I told myself.
 When I peeped in, I saw shepherds. 
Raggedy, smelly old shepherds were 
kneeling down on the filthy barn floor 
as if they were praying. The oldest one 
was saying something to Joseph about 
angels and the Messiah; and the rest of 
them just knelt there with their heads 
bowed, some with tears running down 
their faces. 
 I coughed out loud, and Joseph 
looked up. I was almost ready to run 
those thieving shepherds off when 
Joseph motioned to me with his hand. 
“It’s okay,” he whispered. “They’ve 
come to see the Christ-baby.” 
 The Christ-baby? The Messiah? 
That was when I knelt, too as I watched, 
prayed and listened to the old shep-
herd recount his story of angels and 
heavenly glory, and the sign of a holy 
baby, wrapped in swaddling bands, to 
be found in a stable manger. 
 How wonderful!  It was my stable 
where the Christ-baby was born, my 
manger he rested in, my straw, my lamp, 
my wife Rachel assisting at His birth. 
 The shepherds left after a while. 
Some of them leaned over and kissed 

the sleeping Christ-child before they 
departed. I know I did.
 I’ll always be glad I made room 
in the barn for that holy family. You 
see, I’m not some mean innkeeper. I 
was there. I saw Him. And, you know, 
years later that boy came back to Beth-
lehem, this time he was telling about 
the Kingdom of God; and I believe in 
Him, I tell you. I was there!
 Mark my words, if you’d seen what 
I saw, you’d be a believer, too!

everyone who crosses our path. Help 
us to respond like Mary: “Behold, I am 
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.”
 It’s time to celebrate! 
 Personal Note: This will be my 
final message through “The Heart 
Connection” in the Baptist Progress. 
I have been honored to share with 
you over the past four years, and I am 
grateful to Editor Fulton for this privi-
lege. Thank you for your kind words of 
support and encouragement. It’s been 
a wonderful adventure! Merry Christ-
mas! (pquesenbury@gmail.com)


