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 Letona Baptist Church in Letona 
is seeking a pastor and those that are 
available to fill the pulpit. If interested, 
please contact Barbara Nichols at (501) 
940-1693 or cornflowerbluebarb@
yahoo.com.
 Elm Grove Baptist Church in 
Lake City is seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. For more information, contact 
John Blagg at (870) 284-5559.
 Greenwood Baptist Church 
in Fulton, Miss., is searching for a 
part-time youth minister. Internship 
could also be an option. Send resume 
or experience history to Pastor Joseph 
Bain at josephbain77@gmail.com.
 Dr. Ray Thompson has retired 
as pastor of Enon Baptist Church in 
Gilmer, Texas. 
 Antioch Baptist Church in Car-
thage, Texas is seeking a pastor. Re-
sumes may be sent to Pulpit Commit-
tee, Attn: Scott Dyer, at 442 County 
Road 1081, Carthage, Texas 75633 
or sedyer57@gmail.com. For more 
information, call (903) 690-4819.
 Calvary First Baptist in Mesquite, 
Texas is seeking a lead pastor. Resume 
may be sent to Mike Lampkin, 1001 
Walford Drive, Forney, Texas 75126 
or mike_lampkin@att.net. For more 
information, call (214) 862-4406.
 Enon Baptist Church in Gilmer, 
Texas is seeking ministers for pul-
pit supply. Please contact steven.
waller60@yahoo.com.
 Keltys First Baptist Church in 
Lufkin, Texas is seeking a full-time 
lead teaching pastor. Resumes, minis-
try philosophy and sermon links can be 
emailed to jobs@keltys.org or mailed 
to Attn: Pastor Search, P.O. Box 3043, 
Lufkin, Texas, 75903. Visit keltys.org/
pastorsearch for more information and 
a job description.
 Lakeridge Baptist Church in 
Lubbock, Texas is seeking a senior 
pastor. Send resume to Karen Isaacs, 
4601 82nd Street, Lubbock, Texas 
79424 or psc@mylrbc.org. For more 
information, call (806) 771-0514.
 New Bethlehem Baptist Church 
in Cut and Shoot, Texas is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Resumes may 
be sent to: 14630 Millmac Road, 
Conroe, Texas 77303 or nbbc2112@
consolidated.net.

See MOVING, Page 2

By Thom S. Rainer, Founder and CEO • Church Answers.com
 As we move into 2021, may I suggest we churchgoers spend more time in 
prayer for our pastors? Could we commit to a few minutes a week specifically 
praying for these servant leaders? Frankly, I have never seen a season where pas-
tors have withstood attacks at the level they did in the previous year. Perhaps 
one of our first lines of ministry should be praying for our pastors.
 I really believe we could see our churches renewed if we fervently prayed for 

Seven Prayers For Pastors 
For a New Year

 The theme of World Missions Day 
2021 is represented in four words: Go. 
Disciple. Plant. Repeat. They are a 
reminder of what we are here for, who 
we are and what global missions is all 
about. In II Tim. 2:1-7 (NIV), Paul 
addresses Timothy, who is in Ephesus, 
the city where Paul started ministry 
on his second missionary journey and 
spent a lot of time on his third mis-
sionary journey: 
 “You then, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things 
you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable people 
who will also be qualified to teach others. 
Join with me in suffering, like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as 
a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, 
but rather tries to please his commanding 
officer. Similarly, anyone who competes as 
an athlete does not receive the victor’s crown 
except by competing according to the rules. 

Part 1: Go. Disciple. Plant. Repeat.
By Dr. John David Smith, Executive Director • BMAA Missions

The hardworking farmer should be the first 
to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on 
what I am saying, for the Lord will give 
you insight into all this.”
 • Go — First let’s consider the word 
go. The New Testament word mis-
sions comes from the word send, and 
its companion action is go. So we are 
reminded, first and foremost, that we 
must be senders and we must be goers.
 If there is no sending and there is no 
going taking place in our individual lives, 
our congregations, our local churches 
and our associations, we have lost sight 
of our purpose and what we are here 
for. Obviously, Timothy was working 
in Ephesus where Paul had ministered 
for many years. They both had gone and 
they both had been sent. So the first 
word we see from II Tim. 2 is Go.
 • Disciple — Next is the word dis-
ciple. Paul clearly tells Timothy in the 
same passage that he must disciple to 
the fourth generation — Paul discipled 
Timothy, then there were faithful men, 
then others. Discipleship is absolutely 
the key to winning people to Christ and 
maturing them. The Great Commission 
doesn’t simply say “go and announce the 
gospel.” It says to “go and make disciples.” 
 Certainly, in BMA global missions 
we are about making disciples who 
make disciples. That is one of our val-
ues and one of the things we focus on. 
Notice that in the II Tim. 2:2 passage, 
the pronouns go from singular to plu-
ral. It’s “you Timothy,” “you need to do 
this.” But then it becomes “many” and 
it turns into “faithful men” then to “oth-
ers”. The singular leads to the plural and 
in discipleship we all must be investing 
our lives in the lives of other people.

To view previous listings 
from this column, visit 

our website at
 www.baptisttrumpet.com.
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 CBC Homecoming Court 2021 — Back Row (L-R) Madelyn Jameson, 
Abigail Herring, Allison Mantooth, Elizabeth Riley, and Jordan Wilkie; Front 
Row (L-R) Ashanti Williams, Cora Lentz, Sierra Burrow, and Mallory Sullivan

CBC 2021 Homecoming 
Court Announced
 The CBC Student Services Department has announced the court for Home-
coming 2021. The nine women selected for the 2021 Homecoming Court are 
Sierra Burrow, Abigail Herring, Madelyn Jameson, Cora Lentz, Allison Man-
tooth, Elizabeth Riley, Mallory Sullivan, Jordan Wilkie and Ashanti Williams. 
These nine women were selected by their peers to represent CBC:
 Sierra Burrow is a freshman Psychology and Social Services major from 
Quitman. She is a leadership scholar and is involved in the Wednesday night 
student campus ministry. Sierra is the daughter of Thad and Heather Burrow 
and attends Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Guy.
 Abigail “Abby” Herring is a senior Business Administration major with an 
emphasis in Marketing and a minor in Communication and is from Maumelle. 
She is a Leadership Ambassador, a member of the President’s Leadership Coun-
cil and a member of Student Orientation Staff where she most recently served 
as Team Leader. Abby is the daughter of Jeff and Kristin Herring and attends 
Antioch Baptist Church in Conway.
 Madelyn Jameson is a senior Biology major with a Chemistry minor and 
is from Greenbrier. She is the Lab Coordinator and a member of the Student 
Orientation Staff. Madelyn is the daughter of Dr. Martin and Jennifer Jameson 
and attends Bethlehem Baptist Church in Greenbrier.

See COURT, Page 2

See PRAYERS, Page 2
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Be Like Micah!
 For those of you listening to our 
weekly podcast, you may have already 
heard the news, but if you haven’t, 
Micah Powell is stepping away from 
our podcast. Those of you who know 
Micah, know that he has spent the 
last semester at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City. 
He received a leadership scholarship 
for this first year and is pursuing his 
Master of Divinity. It is exciting to see 
how God is working in his life. We 
are going to miss him, but we know 
that with family, work and school, he 
had to make the choice.
 When I began the process of con-
sidering a podcast for the BMA of 
Arkansas Youth Department, I consid-
ered many things. The one thing that I knew was that I needed another voice with 
me. In youth ministry circles, I’m ancient. I don’t really believe that you age out of 
student ministry, but at 48, my ministry looks a little bit different than the 30-year-
old. As I considered different people to approach, I kept coming back to Micah. He 
loves people, is passionate about ministry, had a decade of ministry experience and 
was simply more fun to listen to compared to this old man. As we started sharing 
on the phone about topics and ideas, Chris Vines contacted me about the podcast 
and a team was born. I am so thankful for both of these men. Their friendship and 
support have helped us grow far beyond what I thought possible. At 53 episodes, we 
have had over 3,000 downloads since beginning in February of 2020. It has definitely 
been a fun ride that wouldn’t have been possible without Micah.
 While he isn’t perfect (none of us are), there of characteristics that I think 
we should emulate as we seek to work with students and minister to others:
 • Be an encourager. All along the podcast process, Micah was there to 
encourage me to keep going. 2020 has been anything but an easy year to start 
something new. However, Micah was there to offer words of encouragement as 
we went along. Our students need encouragement this year and every year. We 
might be the only voice in their life that is offering words of hope. Be that for 
your students.
 • Be relational. Micah loves people. He loves getting to know them and share 
their lives. He wants to know what is happening in your life. I have received a 
number of texts and calls over the year from him simply asking “How can I pray 
for you?” God calls us to develop relationships with those that we have been called 
to minister. Micah has fully embraced that, and you see it even as he ministers to 
his co-workers and classmates in Kansas City. During this season of separation, 
are you working to build relationships with the students under your watch?
 • Be willing to grow. Micah could have easily decided to forgo seminary. 
As a husband and father, the easy thing to do would have been to simply find 
another ministry position. However, he knew that he had some more growth 
to do, so he stepped through the door to grow in his understanding of ministry 
and the Word. While we don’t have to go to seminary, it is important that we 
continue to grow in our knowledge of God’s Word. Being humble enough to 
say that “I don’t know everything” takes a special kind of leader. What are you 
doing to grow?
 While Micah’s departure from our podcast makes me sad, I am always excited 
to see someone step more fully into the life that God has called them. Micah is 
doing that. For that reason, I want to be a little bit more like Micah.
 If you would like to help Micah as he pursues his education at Midwestern, 
you can send financial support to Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Attn.: Financial Services, 5001 N. Oak Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64118 and 
simply put “Micah Powell’ in the memo line of your check.

Men’s Basketball
 • Walnut Ridge, Jan. 19 — Look-
ing to start 5-0 in American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) play for the sec-
ond straight season, CBC took on the 
Eagles of Williams Baptist University 
at the Southerland-Mabee Center. 
CBC (9-3, 5-0 AMC) led by three 
at halftime, but shot 56% from the 
field and scored 47 second half points 
to cruise to an 81-63 win over WBU 
(5-6, 3-2 AMC).
 • Conway, Jan. 23 — Looking to 
tie their best start in AMC play, CBC 
hosted the Cougars of Columbia Col-
lege at Reddin Fieldhouse. CBC (9-4, 
5-1 AMC) trailed at halftime, fought 
back in the second half and lost in 
double overtime 77-76 to Columbia 
(11-3, 5-1 AMC) to fall into second 
place in the AMC.
 • Conway, Jan. 25 — Stepping out 
of AMC play for the final time this 
season, CBC hosted the Bulldogs of 
Jarvis Christian College. CBC (10-
4) used a strong second half shooting 
performance, to the tune of 53%, to 
down JCC (2-3) 68-56.

Baseball
 • Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Jan. 20 — 
For the first time in program history, 
CBC baseball has earned a preseason 
ranking. The Mustangs were ranked 
#23 in the NAIA Preseason Poll by 
Perfect Game USA.
 • Conway, Jan. 20 — CBC base-
ball coach Dr. Aaron Brister has an-
nounced the 2021 schedule for the 
CBC baseball team. The schedule will 
include 44 games, including three ex-
hibitions and a pair of alumni games to 
raise money for a new baseball field. To 
see the full schedule visit cbcmustangs.
com/schedule/0/3.php.

Wrestling
 • Bartlesville, Okla., Jan. 21 — 
Alejandro Mas made history for 
CBC as the Mustangs competed at 
the Oklahoma Wesleyan Duals. Mas 
defeated #10 Ryan Delforge of Ottawa 
by fall at 149-pounds for his first win 
ever over a ranked opponent and the 
first by a Mustang since Peter Acuna 
in 2015-16.

Indoor Track & Field
 • Wichita, Kan., Jan. 24 — Com-
peting for the first-time ever, CBC 
ran at the Friends University NAIA 
Mid-Season Invitational, hosted by 
Wichita State University. Ally Swaim 
made history on Saturday, becoming 
the first-ever indoor track competitor 
in CBC history to post a time to qualify 
for the national championships.
 • St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 25 — After 
becoming the first Mustang indoor 
track athlete to ever qualify for the 
NAIA National Championships, Ally 
Swaim was selected as the AMC Track 
Athlete of the Week.

Sports
News

By Erik Holth

Dan Carson 
Director

Matters
Phone: (479) 790-7808

bmayouthdepartment@gmail.com
www.StudentMinistryMatters.com

BMA of Arkansas Youth Department
1410 North Porter Rd. • Fayetteville, AR 72703

Student Ministry

Free E-Trumpet
   Any active BMA military personnel is 

eligible to receive the Trumpet free. Please 
send  their name, address or email address 

to P.O. Box 192208, Little Rock, Ark. 
72219; or editor@baptisttrumpet.com.

 Cora Lentz is a senior Health 
Sciences major from Vilonia. She is 
a member of the CBC Band, Wor-
ship Choir, Chamber Choir, Women’s 
Chorus, Handbell Choir and the 
Medical Professions Society. Cora 
is the daughter of Lee and Carrie 
Lentz and attends New Life Church 
of Conway.
 Allison Mantooth is a sophomore 
Kinesiology/Exercise Science major 
from San Antonio, Texas. She is a 
member of the CBC Singers, Wor-
ship Choir, Chamber Choir and is a 
photographer and reporter for Tower 
Media. Allison is the daughter of Chris 
and Amy Mantooth and attends Uni-
versity Baptist Church.
 Elizabeth Riley is a junior Com-
munication/Marketing major from 
Sherwood. She is a member of the 
CBC Choir, the student faculty sec-
retary and a news reporter for Tower 
Media. Elizabeth is the daughter of 
Zack and Liesel Riley and attends 
Faith Bible Fellowship.
 Mallory Sullivan is a junior Com-
munication major with a Business 
minor and is from Bryant. She is a 
member of the CBC Choir and is 
the Tower photo editor. Mallory is the 
daughter of Chuck and Keri Sullivan 
and attends Chenal Valley Baptist 
Church in Little Rock.
 Jordan Wilkie is a sophomore 
Elementary Education major from Ri-
son, Ark. She is a Leadership Scholar, 
resident assistant and member of the 
Student Orientation Staff. Jordan is 
the daughter of Richard and Alicia 
Wilkie and attends Center Missionary 
Baptist Church.
 Ashanti Williams is a freshman 
Elementary Education major with a 
minor in Mathematics from Jonesboro. 
She is a member of the CBC Band and 
Tower Media. Ashanti is the daugh-
ter of Antonio and Antionette Reid 
and attends First Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro.
 The Homecoming Court will be 
presented, and the 2021 Homecoming 
Queen will be announced, in a private 
ceremony on the CBC Campus on Fri-
day, Jan. 29 at 6:30 p.m. Due to social 
distancing guidelines, only guests of 
the Homecoming Court who have a 
ticket will be able to attend in person. 
Watch the Homecoming Court live 
stream at www.cbc.edu/homecoming.

the renewal and protection of our pas-
tors. While I could provide a lengthy 
prayer guide, let’s begin with these 
seven prayers:
 • Protection in spiritual warfare. 
This prayer covers most of the other 
prayers, but I think we should be spe-
cific here. The enemy seeks to destroy 
the witness of churches by attacking 
pastors. “Stay alert! Watch out for your 
great enemy, the devil. He prowls around 
like a roaring lion, looking for someone 
to devour” (I Peter 5:8 NLT).
 • Their families. Families of pas-
tors are under attack every single day. 
Pray for their spouses. Pray for their 
children. Many pastors have left voca-
tional ministry because their families 
have been attacked relentlessly.
 • Protection from critics and 
naysayers. One church member told 
me she is not that critical of her pas-
tor. She mentioned that she has a few 
“constructive” comments about three or 
four times a year. I reminded her she 
was one of 300 members in the church. 
If she was representative of the other 
members, the pastor would be subject 
to about 1,000 criticisms in a year.
 • Preaching ministry. Pray for 
pastors in the preparation of their 
sermons. Pray for them as they preach. 
Consider asking two or three members 
to pray in another room in the church 
while they preach.
 • Rest for pastors. Pastors would 
be fine if they were omnipotent, om-
niscient and omnipresent. But we 
often forget that every time we have 
an expectation of a pastor, that single 
expectation is multiplied many times 
throughout the week by other mem-
bers with other expectations.
 • Leadership clarity. Among the 
items on the lengthy list of expecta-
tions of pastors is the expectation to 
be a leader of the church. That means 
pastors need clarity from God on 
where and how to lead the church. 
That means we must pray for God to 
give them that clarity.
 • Encouragement. I have con-
versed with more than one church 
member who sees his or her role to 
be keeping pastors humble with barbs 
and criticisms. On the other hand, I am 
immensely grateful for those church 
members who seek to be encouragers 
to pastors. May their tribe increase.
 As with many of us, 2020 was a 
difficult year for many pastors. Let 
us take the turning of a calendar year 
to be reminded of one act we can do 
to make our church and the world a 
better place.
 Would you join me in praying for 
our pastors? It will make a world of 
difference.
 — This article was originally pub-
lished at ChurchAnswers.com. Thom S. 
Rainer serves as founder and CEO of 
Church Answers. Dr. Rainer publishes 
a daily article and podcast at ChurchAn-
swers.com and can be found on Twitter 
@ThomRainer and at facebook.com/
Thom.S.Rainer.

PRAYERS
(Continued From Page 1)

COURT
(Continued From Page 1)

 Walnut Street Baptist Church in 
Winnsboro, Texas is seeking a senior 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to P.O. 
Box 587, Winnsboro, Texas 75494, 
wsbc75494@gmail.com or via the 
church’s website at walnutstreetbap-
tistchurch.org.
 First Baptist Church, Morton, 
Texas is seeking a pastor. Send re-
sume to jimmysealy@aol.com or First 
Missionary Baptist Church, Box 981, 
Morton, Texas 79346.

MOVING
(Continued From Page 1)
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Serving Servants
 On a recent podcast, Thom Rainer 
said, “You should treat everyone equally 
the same.” That sounds right because 
church is certainly no place to be show-
ing favoritism. Paul, in Ephesians 4, 
stressed oneness of body, Spirit, hope, 
Lord, faith, baptism and God. Sam 
Rainer then said, “I 
need to push back on 
that a little because 
it is not realistic. The 
need creates attention 
to the things that 
need attention when 
they need attention.” 
The reality is that 
people have differ-
ent needs, at different 
times and at different 
levels of intensity.
 My wife, Shelby, is 
a registered nurse and 
has worked on the floor of two hospi-
tals over the last 12 years. Whenever 
there is a code blue, the urgency of that 
situation requires everyone’s immediate 
focus and attention. The patient is in a 
life-threatening challenge and, many 
times, their heart has stopped beating. 
This requires an “all hands on deck” 
mentality, and the needs of other pa-
tients two rooms down must be placed 
on the back burner. The medical staff 
cannot be focused on a patient’s request 
for a diet coke at that moment.
 In ministry, there are many times 
that the needs are so critical they de-
mand the immediate attention of the 
pastor, staff and sometimes even the 
entire church body. This could include 
the death of a loved one, a major life-
threatening accident, a marriage about 
to dissolve or an intervention that must 
take place. Leaders are called to serve 
others just as medical staff is called to 
serve others. The question needs to be 
asked, “Who is serving them?”
 In Phil. 4:10 (HCSB), Paul said, 
“I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that once 
again you renewed your care for me. You 
were, in fact, concerned about me but lacked 
the opportunity to show it.” He continued 
in verse 15, “And you Philippians know 
that in the early days of the gospel, when 
I left Macedonia, no church shared with 
me in the matter of giving and receiving 
except you alone.” Thank God for those 
who are serving those who serve.
 During this difficult and unprec-
edented time, how can your church 
serve those who are serving such as 
public officials, first responders (Po-
lice, Firemen, Paramedic, EMT’s) and 
medical personnel such as doctors, 
nurses, nurses’ aides, support staff, 
nursing homes, hospice and funeral 
homes? As one man in our church 

stated about medical professionals, 
“They are pretty beat up right now.” 
There are life-changing and life-
altering moments in all of our lives 
that demand immediate attention. 
 Here is a testimony from one of 
those medical professionals, my wife.

 “Multiple facets 
of our lives have 
changed for many 
of us in the past year, 
and we wonder if life 
will ever be the same 
again. For those of us 
in the medical field, 
2020 has reshaped 
the way we deal with 
life and death. This 
is not a discussion 
of COVID, masks 
or vaccines, but just 
my thoughts on the 

harsh realities that I personally have 
had to face. 
 “I work in a small hospital in a 
small town. I know that what I’ve 
experienced doesn’t begin to compare 
with the number of deaths, difficulties, 
fatigue and shortages that the larger 
cities have had. Though on a smaller 
scale, our situation has still been heart 
wrenching. The constant in my life has 
first been the Lord and His Word; then 
He has blessed me with a great support 
system in Larry, our family and fellow 
believers. I will get random texts from 
family and friends to remind me that 
they are praying for me. 
 “I’ve had the privilege to pray with 
several of my patients during this time 
and I’m thankful that I am always able 
to pray over them and for them and their 
families. I have had patients pass away 
in the 13 years I’ve been a nurse, and 
those deaths were difficult as well, but 
this season has been different. During 
normal times, multiple family members 
most likely were present, saying goodbye 
to their loved one, holding their hand, 
praying, singing, whispering sweet words 
or gently stroking their brow.
 “Now, at the end of life, one person 
might be able to be by the bedside for a 
few minutes, but more often than not, 
FaceTime has been used. Families and 
staff cry together. The funeral home 
representatives will come in with their 
gurney to take the deceased away. In 
our old normal, they would have had 
a nice blanket that perhaps has the 
monogram of their facility to cover 
the patient and wheel them discreetly 
away. But not so much now. 
 “I recently had my first experience 
putting a person in a body bag for 
transport. The gentleman wasn’t my 
patient. I knew nothing of him or 

his family. I was just helping another 
nurse friend and the funeral home 
transporter. It wasn’t an easy task. As 
I was doing the final zip to close the 
bag, all I could see was his bare feet. 
I had to pause and take a breath. I 
wondered, did those feet know Jesus? 
Did they walk with Him? Then I closed 
the bag. I’ll never look at feet the same 
way again.”
 Now is the time for us to focus on 
serving those who serve. How can your 
church be a blessing and an encourage-
ment to these who are working on the 
front lines and who are emotionally 
weary and physically tired? Brainstorm 
on how you might get them a gift card, 
feed them lunch, send them flowers or 
find some other way of knowing their 
service is greatly appreciated. Pray for 
them, encourage them, and send them 
a text letting them know they are loved!

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org (coming soon)

From the President...
Think Globally—Act Locally

Jeff Swart, BMAA President
jeffswart@jeffswart.com

1175 Country Club Rd., Conway, Arkansas 72034

 In her book The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom describes her life growing 
up in Holland during the German occupation of WW II. Although she had 
many experiences during the years of the war that marked the rest of her life, I 
remember reading about one experience in particular.
 One night, as she lay restless on her bed, she listened to the sound of the 
Allied bombers flying overhead and the German artillery cannons firing at the 
bombers, then the explosions of the bombs dropped on the city where she lived. 
 Amidst all the terror of the bombing, she heard her sister, Betsie downstairs 
in the kitchen and, since she was not sleeping anyway, she went downstairs. Cor-
rie and Betsy drank a cup of tea together and talked through the night. When 
the bombing finally stopped and the city grew quiet, Corrie went back to bed. 
Before climbing into bed, Corrie reached down in the darkness to fluff her pillow 
and something sharp on the pillow cut her hand. It was a 10-inch piece of sharp 
metal. Corrie, her hand bleeding, rushed back downstairs to show her sister the 
piece of metal.
 As she bandaged Corrie’s hand, Betsie kept repeating, “On your pillow! 
On your pillow!” To which Corrie replied, “Betsie, if I hadn’t heard you in the 
kitchen…” Betsie then remarked, “Don’t say it Corrie! There are no ‘if ’s’ in God’s 
world. The center of His will is our safety.” After being arrested, imprisoned in 
a German concentration camp, and liberated at the end of the war — God gave 
Corrie a worldwide ministry and she took this message with her everywhere she 
went: “God’s will is our hiding place.”
 The psalmist declared, “You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance.” (Psa. 32:7 NIV). The words “hiding 
place” refer to a place of shelter, a refuge where the believer is protected by God. 
As Betsie and Corrie stated, being in God’s will is the safest place on earth to 
be because that is where believers are protected by God. As someone wisely said: 
“The will of God will not take you where the grace of God cannot keep you.”

Our Hiding Place

Arkansas Faith And Ethics Council
Larry Page, Director

P.O. Box 25112
Little Rock, AR 72221

(501) 228-0432 • (877) 665-6883
llp@arfaith.org • www.arfaith.org

 To help Arkansas Christians be more effective in their roles as “Salt” and 
“Light,” the Arkansas Faith and Ethics Council is offering a variety of confer-
ence or sermon topics in the following categories: Living the Christian Life, 
Church and Culture, Family (Marriage, Parenting, Children and Relationships), 
Christians, Public Policy and Advocacy in the Public Square and Legal Issues 
for Churches and Pastors.
 You can also visit our website for articles, links and sermon outlines addressing 
current social and moral issues. Contact Larry Page for sermon and conference 
titles, to save a date or for more information.

Conferences and Sermons Available

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, Mar. 8, 6:30 p.m., Central, 
Hughes.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Bi-lingual Preaching Lab, 
Feb. 5-6; South City, Little Rock; 
$20; Contact Michael Hight for 
more information at michaelhight@
hotmail.com.
 World Missions Day, Feb. 28; 
Jerry Kidd Offering for BMA World 
Missions.
 Ministry Connections Work-
shops, Mar. 23, 10 a.m.; Cross-
Roads Church, Rowlett, Tx.; Spon-
sored by Baptist Progress.
 CBC Scholarship Gala, June 
5, 6 p.m., Conway Expo Center. 
Contact Amy Reed for more info 
at areed@cbc.edu.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
25-28; Stoneridge Baptist Camp, 
Smithville, Arkansas.
 Fresh Grounded Faith Wom-
en’s Event, Aug. 6-7, 7 p.m. Fri., 
12:30 p.m. Sat.; Antioch, Conway.
 Ark. Ladies Retreat, Sept. 25, 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Reports 
from the 

Churches

 Broadway Ave., Bay welcomed 
one by letter and one by baptism; Rick 
Jensen, pastor. 
 Brister, Emerson added two by 
letter; Dr. Eric Goble, pastor; Becky 
Fitzpatrick, reporter.
 Celebration, Haskell received two 
by statement; Allan Eakin, pastor.
 First, Wallace gained one by state-
ment; J. W. Wright, pastor.

mailto:michaelhight@hotmail.com
mailto:michaelhight@hotmail.com
mailto:areed@cbc.edu
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

Legislature Proposes $7.5M
For Marijuana Expenses
 Earlier this month, the Joint Bud-
get Committee at the state legislature 
proposed two measures appropriat-
ing a total of $7,500,000 to pay for 
expenses from medical marijuana in 
Arkansas.
 H.B. 1072 budgets $2.5 million for 
the Medical Marijuana Commission 
Fund to cover refunds, reimburse-
ments, and contingency expenses.
 H.B. 1106 budgets $5 million for 
the various state agencies responsible 
for implementing and regulating 
medical marijuana in Arkansas.
 Medical marijuana has cost Arkan-
sas taxpayers millions of dollars. Since 
May of 2019, the State of Arkansas has 
garnered approximately $21 million in 
marijuana tax revenue. Of that money, 
only about $13 million has gone to the 
state to pay for the medical marijuana 
program’s expenses. 
 However, the state already has 
spent over $32 million on medical 
marijuana. In Fiscal Year 2018 the 
Arkansas Legislature appropriated 
$5 million for the implementation of 
medical marijuana. In Fiscal Year 2019 
they appropriated another $5 million. 
In Fiscal Year 2020 they passed two 
measures appropriating approximately 
$11.6 million total for the program. 
And last year the legislature passed 
two measures budgeting more than 
$10.6 million for medical marijuana 
in 2021. (familycouncil.org)

Pastors Express “Decision Fatigue”
 Joe Wright addresses the struggles 
of many pastors as executive director 
of the Bivocational and Small Church 
Leadership Network. “We are hearing, 

the pandemic, offering free Zoom 
meetings and conferences. As early 
as March, the network will launch 
“Small Church America!” a monthly 
webinar of free resources for leader-
ship and especially pastors of smaller 
attendance churches across the nation.
 “Congregations should continually 
encourage their pastors,” Wright said. 
“It’s the absolute best thing you can 
do for a pastor. It’s just to call him 
up and say, ‘I know this a hard time 
for you. I know you’re struggling, but 
I want you to know I’m praying for 
you as a leader, and I appreciate you.’” 
(baptistpress.com)

Bill Filed to Protect Churches
 On Jan. 19, Representative Mary 
Bentley (R/Perryville) and Senator 
Kim Hammer (R/Benton) filed H.B. 
1211, recognizing that religion and 
religious organizations are essential 
in Arkansas.
 Family Council President Jerry 
Cox released a statement, saying: “This 
is a good bill. Public officials have the 
authority to protect health and public 
safety, but the First Amendment — 
including the free exercise of religion 
— is never suspended. H.B. 1211 
ensures our government shall never 
close churches and other houses of 
worship even during a disaster or other 
emergency.”
 Cox said H.B. 1211 will protect 
churches and religious groups without 
hampering the government’s ability to 
respond during a pandemic and en-
sures that religious groups and chari-
ties are able to continue serving their 
communities during an emergency. 
(familycouncil.org)
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just across the nation, of pastors and 
churches both struggling,” Wright 
said. “We’re seeing just the stress of 
trying to do ministry in this kind of 
environment is taking a toll on pas-
tors and church leaders. “There are a 
number of issues that we have iden-
tified, one is decision fatigue. What 
is happening is that the landscape 
is changing so quickly that from the 
time a decision is made early in the 
week, oftentimes they’ve had to make 
changes to those decisions before the 
week is over.”
 “We’re also seeing ministerial 
frustration,” Wright said. “There’s a 
tremendous amount of emotion that 
is being exhibited within the church 
right now, and a lot of that emotion 
is negative… Frustration also leads to 
anger, leads to discord, and of course 
Satan also utilizes those things to cre-
ate sin within the church.”
 Pastors are stressed by the limita-
tions that are necessary to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. Pastors miss 
the feedback that church members 
typically offer when worshiping in 
person. Pastors miss the fellowship, 
handshaking, greeting members and 
guests at the altar. Hospital visits, 
weddings, funerals and a host of other 
pastoral duties are on hold.
 The Bivocational and Small 
Church Leadership Network has 
increased its online outreach and 
resources to help pastors cope during 

Journey with JeffJourney with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

We Need Your Help
 We are just over a month away from the time set aside by the BMA of 
Arkansas as the Special Emphasis for the Baptist Trumpet (March-April). 
Let me ask you now to begin praying about how you might be able to help 
meet the needs of this ministry during this special time. As I shared previ-
ously, looking back at the history of this ministry, it is not uncommon for 
finances to be very tight at the end of the year through our time of Special 
Emphasis. This year is no different.
 We look forward to our upcoming Special Emphasis as a way to bolster 
our finances and help us to plan for the future, but we cannot continue to 
produce a weekly paper without regular support from our churches and in-
dividuals that are willing to give. We do not want to raise our subscription 
rates because that often causes churches to cancel their church plans due to 
the increased cost, but it is something we may have to consider if things do 
not improve going forward.
 The cost just to print and mail the Trumpet each week is around $3,000, 
and that doesn’t include the overhead and production costs. Our current 
subscription rate of $23.50 ($20.25 rate for church plans) is about half of 
what it would be to cover everything it takes to produce the weekly Trumpet. 
I share this just so you understand that we are doing our best to keep the 
subscription rates as low as possible and keep our costs as low as possible, 
but we can only do so much. We need your help.
 I cannot tell you how much it means when we receive an offering from a 
church or an individual that comes at just the right time. Allan and I know 
that this is God’s ministry, and He has a plan for it. We are trusting that He 
will provide just as He always has. Will you prayerfully consider being the 
hands and feet of that provision?

See NOTES, Page 10

DeathsDeaths
 Jean Marquardt, 92 of Russellville, 
passed away Jan. 24. She was a member 
of Grace Baptist Church.
 Nellie Dennis Minyard Ballard, 
95 of Searcy, passed away Jan. 21. She 
was a member of West Race Baptist 
Church.
 Glenda Sue Milam Paukner, 80 

of Bryant, passed away Jan. 20. She 
was a member of Park Place Baptist 
Church. 
 Charles Joshua Smelser, 27 of 
McNeil, passed away Jan. 18. He was 
a member of First Baptist Church.
 Donna Hanson Hazzard, 66 of 
Sheridan, passed away Jan. 13. She 
was member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church.
 Georgia Howard Bailey, 80 of 
Trumann, passed away Dec. 6. She was 
a member of Central Baptist Church. 
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 God warns us of empty busyness 
in II Thess. 3:10–13: “For even when 
we were with you, this we commanded 
you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat. For we hear that there are 
some which walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busybodies. 
Now them that are such we command and 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with 
quietness they work, and eat their own 
bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in 
well doing.” The holidays kept us busy 
here at the home. While busyness is 
always tiresome, I see our current state 
as one of positivity.
 In our busyness, I feel more de-
tached from many of you than normal. 
The compounding affect the pandemic 
has added to many of our lives surely 
hasn’t helped any feelings of detach-

By Anders Lee, Pastor • Central • Southaven, Miss.
 I have written about this in some way or another before, but I felt led to 
share it again. January is a time when lots of people get discouraged and those 
in ministry are no different!
 I was talking to a youth pastor just this week. He had his new 2021 calendar 
out trying to plan, but he said: “After last year, I don’t know whether to plan or 
just wing it.” He went on to say how sick he was of all the things going on, and 
he was discouraged. He said; “It seems to me we are just going through the mo-
tions at church right now.” I was glad we got to talk and share, and I believe at 
the end of our conversation he was encouraged! We all get down at times and 
it seems more people — well more pastors and youth pastors — are there now 
than they’ve ever been. To be honest, I’ve been there lately myself !

  The passion to 
share the gospel 
can sometimes di-
minish over time. 
When new believ-
ers first possess 
the good news, 
the natural desire 
and passion is to 
share that good news with others. Even 
without training or encouragement the 
urge to tell others about Jesus propels 
them into an amazingly effective over-
powering of all the negatives to bring 
people to Christ (Matt 9:31). But soon 
they realize that the sweet smell that 
this passion emits into the nostrils of 
our Heavenly Father is a smell of death 
to the unbeliever. Often the continual 
rejection of the good news and personal 
familiarity with the good news, along 
with other distractions, cause the good 
news to become old news to the believer 
and the urgency for the lost slips away.
 It is true that many unbelievers 
may respond to our good news as a 
stench of death. They may despise our 
message and become offended by it. 
Often, it is because
they love their sin and the message 
of redemption is a call to repentance. 
When the believer tries and tries again 
and is rejected again and again, his or 
her enthusiasm can diminish. But, we 
must remember that while we may 
carry the stench of death to some, we 
carry the odor of life for others.
 John Phillips explains that, “The 
mystery of how the fragrance of Christ 
draws some and damns others can be 
seen all through the Bible. The smell 
of Abel’s burnt
offering goaded Cain to fury. Isaac 
and Ishmael were equally loved of 
Abraham. Isaac became a believer 
and Ishmael a mocker and a rebel. 
Esau and Jacob were twins. Jacob 
chose the birthright and the blessing. 
Esau grew up profane, a veritable Old 
Testament prodigal. Ruth and Orpah 
both married Elimelech’s sons. Both 
were exposed to truth regarding Israel’s 
God. Both heard how God had visited 
His people.
Both made a “decision” to respond to 
the good news. Ruth went on to marry 
Boaz, that great prince of the house 
of Judah; Orpah went back, back into 
the dark, back to the demon gods of 
her people, back to a Christ-rejecting 
world. The fragrance of Christ savors 
of life to some and death to others. 
The same sun which melts the wax, 
hardens the clay. “Who is sufficient 
for these things?” Paul exclaimed.”
 In the Old Testament, the priests 
were required to put “holy anointing 
oil” on their garments (Exod. 30:30-
31) before they came into the presence 
of the Lord. This was a daily activity, 
and the odor stayed with them as 
they left the temple and traveled in 
and out among the people. The odor 
would precede them, and the people 

Miss. Missions
By Larry Geraldson, Director

By Dr. Scott Carson, President • Southeastern Baptist College
 2020 was quite a memorable year for most of us. Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege successfully closed out our Fall Semester with 24 students achieving the 
Honor Roll! The staff and faculty have worked hard to set the Spring Semester 
for a successful start in January. We then shut down the college for the holidays.
 I received the sad news on Dec. 23, that Dr. Johnny Pryor, our Biology profes-
sor, passed away at his home. This was shocking news not only to me, but also to 
everyone at the college and the surrounding community. We were tremendously 
blessed for the Lord bringing Dr. Pyor to our campus last year and he quickly 
became highly respected by both his students and peers alike. Dr. Pryor not only 
taught for SBC, but was also involved locally in the Kairos Prison Ministry, bringing 
hope through God’s Word to the incarcerated and also donated his time to Love 
in Action, a drug rehabilitation program. He shared his calling for these ministries 
to the entire Charger student body during one of our Tuesday Night Talks (TNT).

Spring Semester Begins
 “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 

President’s Perspective

A New Year With New Challenges 
Serving The Same God

By Dwight Lindsey, Director • Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home
ment. Not being able to fellowship 
at meetings leaves relationships so 
distant.
 During this time our busyness has 
been fueled with new children in the 
home. We have been blessed to be able 
to help a set of twins that came in be-
fore Christmas. After Christmas, all we 
can say for sure is thank you Lord for 
answering prayer that their brother is 
now with us also. In less than a month, 
we have added three more boys ages 9, 
9, and 11. Counting Children Home 
kids and family, we now have 9 boys 
in the house and Ms. Desi is thankful 
to be off to college.
 Now, that the picture of busyness 
is coming into view, I don’t want to be 
a bore with the mundane, but since I 

Ministering to Young 
People After Last Year

By Danny Eddy, ABS Director • Louisiana Tech University
 Good news out of Louisiana is that there is a new editor for the Louisiana 
Baptist Builder! Deryl Jones of Sarepta, La. was elected in early December to 
take the place of the late Bobby Kelley. Bro. Deryl also spent three weeks in the 
hospital battling COVID-19, but reports that he is now home and doing much 
better. His first issue will be in February. 
 ABS continues to have weekly IMPACT worship services, in spite of the 
COVID-19 restrictions. The president of our university cautions that it’s group 
settings where the spread takes place, so we are careful to follow the 25% capac-
ity rule for organizations, as well as wearing masks and social distancing. The 
Christmas season looked a lot different this year, but we managed to spread out 
enough to have a Christmas party and gift exchange. 
 We are now about halfway through the winter quarter, with an IMPACT 
average of 14. That is a low number for us, but we are fortunate that we are al-
lowed to meet and keep the ministry going. Our center is off campus, but as a 
recognized organization, we must follow the university guidelines. We’ve only 
had two active members to contract the virus, but have had several requiring 
quarantine. 
 The guys’ and girls’ Bible studies are going well, with 12 regularly involved 
each week. Some of the girls were isolating this week and asked if they could 
Zoom into the Bible study. They have become so used to this method with their 
classes, that it was a simple thing and allowed more to be there than could be 
there in person. That was also what happened at Tech this week — instead of 
closing down for a snow day, the president just emailed the entire campus that 
we would go virtual for Monday, which was unheard of before the pandemic. 
 The virus doesn’t seem to have peaked in our state, and we don’t know what 
the future holds for us at ABS. So more than ever, we appreciate all your prayers 
and support for this ministry. (abs108@hotmail.com)

Greetings from Tech
Candlelight service at ABS

Singing 12 Days of Christmas at ABS Christmas party.

See MBCH, Page 9

See MS MISSIONS, Page 9

See PERSPECTIVE, Page 9
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 Harium C. Harris, 76 of Grand 
Saline, Texas passed away Jan. 17. 
After high school, he was drafted 
into the Army during the Vietnam 
War. After Vietnam, he became a 
preacher and pastored several churches 
in East Texas, and was an officer with 
the BMA. He retired after 50 years of 
ministry.
 While pastoring smaller churches, 
he often worked with the local schools, 
where he was a substitute teacher, 
drove buses and refereed. He was also 
a carpenter and a roofer.
 Survivors include: two daughters, 
Carla Trout of Grand Saline, Texas and 
Maranda (Billy) Parker of Florence, 
Texas; a son, Hiram Keith ( Jennifer) 
Harris of Tyler; a sister, Patricia (Mike) 
Stovall; four grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.
 Funeral services were held Jan. 24 
at Eubank Funeral Home in Canton, 
Texas with Robbie Caldwell officiat-
ing. Interment was at Barrett Cem-
etery near Edgewood, Texas.

By Heith Mitchell, Director
 This time last year, we were moving forward with many plans assuming the 
days that lay ahead would be like the days that laid behind — they weren’t! The 
world, not just Texas, has changed so much. I am not presuming upon 2021 
because I do not know what it holds. I do know that God has it mapped and I 
know that He is good and faithful and cares for His own. I also know that His 
mission for His church is alive and well.
 Before March, your missionaries were setting salvation and baptism records nearly 
every month. That is no longer true, though they are working just as hard. This month, 
they saw 19 saved, which is outstanding in this closed down and distanced climate.
 The mission requires that we adapt and adjust to a changing environment. I 
am really beginning to wonder if our gradual slide into a post-Christian western 
culture was, instead, a cliff we fell off of last year. Is “come and see” attractional 
church over forever? I don’t know. I know that our mission always instructed us 
to “go” and make disciples.
 We can’t rest on a COVID excuse. Jesus is coming back! The fields are currently 
white unto harvest. Harvest work was never easy. Right now, I see it as a spring 
garden harvest. Most of a spring garden harvest takes place in the 100 degree days 
of summer. It’s miserable, but worth it, just like gospel sharing in a pandemic.
 BMAT family, we love you. It is a joy to serve you and serve beside you. Thank 
you for your faithful support in prayers and giving. If we can assist you, we want 
to. We have trainings you can come to or we can bring your way. We can partner 
with you or share with you. Let’s partner for the kingdom and pursue:
 • That we see an aggressive multiplication movement of churches who make 
disciples, equip and release leaders and start churches for the glory of God and 
the advancement of his kingdom mission;
 • That each new mission begins with a plan to begin 3 new churches in their 
first 10 years;
 • That pastors and churches of the association be encouraged and equipped 
to start new churches; and
 • That we connect, evaluate, identify and train new prospective church planters.

By Jerry Fulton, Editor
 Welcome to 2021! We thought 2020 was a wild year, and we all looked for-
ward to this new year. However, it seems that things keep getting stranger in 
this world. Who would have thought that, as I celebrated my 50th birthday on 
Jan. 6, a mob would storm the Capitol Building in Washington, DC?
 Will there be new strains of the coronavirus, perhaps more deadly than the 
one that caused a pandemic in 2021? Will a radical political agenda be made law 
this year? Will there be some unforeseen war with another country or perhaps 
between our own nation’s citizens?
 My finite mind can only predict what might be lurking around the corner, I 
certainly have no way of knowing for sure. However, I am so thankful that I know 
the One who holds all things in His hands, and better still that I am known by 
Him. Nothing happens without His knowing it beforehand, and nothing occurs 
unless He approves it or allows it. My God is in control, and my hope is in Him. 
I have been reminded in the midst of the crises we have endured the past several 
months that a new world is coming. Some day, perhaps sooner than think, we 
will enter God’s Heaven. In the place the Lord has gone to prepare for us, there 
will be peace at last, no more viruses or other illnesses, no more death, no more 
pain and no more strife. We will live in a wonderful world at last.
 In the meantime, I hope we all will dedicate ourselves to praying and diligently 
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in person, on social media and by every 
other possible means. I have decided, in addition to making prayer and sharing the 
gospel greater priorities, that I will not cast pearls before swine (Matt. 13:45-46). 
I will refuse to be drawn into arguments on social media or elsewhere with people 
who are totally antagonistic to the things of God, have no appreciation for that 
which is holy and righteous and view the pearls of God’s Word as foolishness and 
insulting. Sometimes, it is best that we shake off the dust on our feet, walk on and 
dedicate ourselves to ministering to those who will welcome the Lord’s message.
 Christ has called us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matt. 
5:13-16). As such, we should remember that, as individuals, we can change no 

 As many know, TBHC is one in a 
million, with our values and wonder-
ful heritage of faith and caring for the 
fatherless! There are few places that 
represent the gospel more clearly than 
our ministry where caring for children 
and Christ conversations often collide. 
Some kids may have never been given 
the opportunity, until coming in contact 
with TBHC’s families, to hear and un-
derstand that the God of the universe 
created them and that they matter! It 
is our hope that every child hears the 
story of a loving heavenly Father when 
most earthly fathers could care less.
 Just like our children’s identity mat-
ters, so does who TBHC is and has 
been. We are constantly changing to 
do and be the best we can in order to 
care for children. Our mandate is clear 
from our founding Articles. Article 
2: The Objects: “The objects of this 
institution shall be: to find, take care 
of, feed, clothe, properly rear, educate 
and defend orphans and homeless chil-
dren against all ancient and modern 
species of crime. ‘Homeless’ meaning 

Harris, Texas
Minister, Dies

Making Progress

Texas Baptist 
Home for Children

By Jason Curry, President

A Word from Your Missions Office
See PROGRESS, Page 7

By Ben Kingston, Missions Director • BMA of Mo.
 Three months in,, and I am extremely excited about what God is doing! Be-
cause of the deadline for material for the paper, we do not yet know the outcome 
of the Missionary Committee vote, but I do very much hope, pray and expect 
support to be approved for Juan Fernandez. The local Meramec Association has 
already begun support.
 Bro. Juan will hopefully be planting a Spanish-speaking church under the 
auspices of Bethany Baptist Church. He and his wife joined Bethany a couple 
of weeks ago, and the church has already voted to allow them to use the facili-
ties and be the mother church of the church plant. We are excited about the 
possibilities and probabilities of that.
 I ask you to pray for Bro. Juan. It’s been a while since we’ve been able to say 
that we have a missionary working in Missouri with both the state and a local 
association supporting him.
 This is similar to the church plant in Nixa, in that the national work was the 
impetus used to get it started, so please pray for both of these churches. It’s my 
understanding that the church in Nixa is now full support, so we praise God for 
that! Now this mission is getting started, so please pray for them.
 I hope to be in touch soon with those who have reached out to me to come 
and present the mission work of Missouri. I have two churches already that have 
requested a visit, and it is my intention to take up to one Sunday evening per 
month to go to other churches. I am also open to getting several churches in an 
area to meet together for a Saturday night meeting to lessen the need to miss a 
Sunday from Bethel’s pulpit. Let me know if you would be interested in setting 
up such a meeting.
 I served on the National Missionary Committee during Grady Higgs’ time 
as director, and I saw him turn around a program through prayer. Now, I don’t 
believe this department needs turning around as much as we need men and fields 
to go to, and those challenges will be met through prayer. Will you join me in 
daily seeking the throne for men, fields and finances to reach these goals for the 
glory of the Lord?
 We had a wonderful meeting last evening ( Jan. 5) on a conference call. I 
appreciate Claude Evans and all the churches’ missionary committeemen that 
participated. We had a unanimous positive vote as we voted to support Juan 
Fernandez as our missionary to the tune of $28,000 a year from the state associa-
tion. The Meramec Association will also contribute support as both associations 
work in cooperation with the BMA of America. Please pray for Bro. Juan and 
his family as He seeks “men of peace” and their families to build the kingdom 
work in reaching Hispanics in the St. Louis region.

By Juan Fernandez, Missionary • BMA of Mo.
 My name is Juan Fernandez 
and I am the new missionary to 
the Hispanic population in the 
Saint Louis area. My family and 
I are so excited to share a little 
about who we are and our calling 
so you can get to know us bet-
ter. We look forward to meeting 
many of you this year.
 My wife, Hannah and I were 
married Feb. 8, 2014 in Nebraska (almost seven years ago) and have two chil-
dren — Victoria, four, and Eleanor, two. Some of our hobbies include spending 
time outdoors (hiking), traveling and experiencing new places/people, reading 
and running (I hope to start training again for another 25k soon).
 Since we are beginning this ministry, we are spending 40 days in prayer for 
this community and that God would lead us in everything we do. We ask you to 
please join us as we pray! I have been doing devotionals through Facebook live 
every day, and my wife also does one on Sunday mornings for women. If you 

A Page from My Heart

Introducing Our New 
Missionary Family

See FAMILY, Page 8
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By the late Jesse Spurlock
 We don’t normally have mice in the 
house. However, the garage is attached 
to the house, and mice do get in there 
from time to time. When we see one, 
or their evidence, I set out a trap and 
get rid of them. They often stay out of 
sight, and I don’t know they’re there 
until after they’ve brought their family 
with them. When that happens, the 
old adage, “You don’t have a mouse, 
you have mice,” becomes a reality.
 Because the garage is attached 
to the house and the entry door, we 
sometimes prop the screen and the 
door open to bring in the groceries 
from the car. During that period of 
time, we don’t have a guard posted, so 
one of the furry critters will sometimes 
make his way into the house.
 Recently, we had run very low on 
groceries so we had bought a large 
amount. Since I hadn’t seen a mouse 
or any evidence of them in a couple of 
years, we had propped the door open, 
brought the groceries in, and put them 
away. I had just gone into my office 
when my wife let out a blood-curdling 
scream.
 I ran to her rescue, expecting to find, 
at the minimum, an axe murderer in the 
kitchen. However, Lelia was standing 
in the doorway of the kitchen ready 
to flee. She said, “I just saw a mouse! 
He was this big!” She was holding her 
hands about two feet apart. I asked 
incredulously, “How big?” Still hold-
ing her hands about two feet apart she 
repeated, “I’m telling you he was this 
big!” I didn’t have a trap for anything 
that big, so I just got a couple of normal 
sized traps and set them out.
 The next morning, I had caught 
the mouse. He was so small I decided 
to measure him. Although, he had a 
three inch tail, his body was actually 
only three inches long. I showed him 
to Lelia who said, “His big brother is 
still in there!”
 Lelia’s impression of the mouse 
reminded me of the victim of a rob-
bery in Los Angeles. The robber had 
held him up with a pistol. I asked the 
man what caliber it was. He said, “I 
don’t know, but the end of the barrel 
was this big around!” And he made 
a circle with his finger and thumb 
on both hands measuring about five 
inches across.
 When I was in seminary, the pro-
fessor often referred to such exaggera-
tions as “ministerially speaking,” which 
is much nicer than saying a preacher 
was lying about something.
 In this, I’m also reminded of Jerry 
Clower’s joke about the young boy who 
was constantly exaggerating. One day 
he came running in the house yelling, 
“There’s a lion in the yard!” His parents 
looked out and saw it was only a yellow 
collie dog. They sent the boy to his room 
to pray about his lying. He soon came 
back down and said, “I talked to God 

By Narita Roady
 I found this a couple of months ago while going through writings. It is 
very personal, and straight from the heart, but I would like to share it with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. I wrote it the year after my husband, Jerry died. 
Many moving into 2021 are going into the year with losses. It may be, as I did in 
2014, without a loved one. The loss could also possibly be finances, an important 
relationship, a home, a job, health — you fill in the blank for you.
 A new year has begun. I am going to survive and go on without Jerry, although 
right now my heart and body don’t feel like it. That is because Jerry is not what 
my life is all about. For almost 42 years, he was in my physical sense, but not in 
reality. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me” ( John 14:6).

By Editor Mike Mobly
 Over the years, I’ve made several New Year’s resolutions. Some to stop do-
ing things I need to stop doing, others to begin better habits of what I should 
be doing. Each time I was consistent with my commitments every day... for the 
first day. After that, I usually lost interest.
 That’s the reason a lot of people have stopped making resolutions at the begin-
ning of the year. Based on their track record, they know they will not likely stick 
with it for long. Personally, I still think the beginning of the year provides a good 
milestone for making new commitments. Especially for us, as Christians, I think 
it is an appropriate time to take stock and start again with our commitments.
 Stop for a second and read Psa. 119:105-112. Then consider these seven 
resolutions that could change your life forever:
Read God’s Word
 This is a commitment a lot of Christians make each year. To either read the 
Book through in a year, or to just start studying more. Take a look at these few 
tips on deeper times of study in the Bible:
 • Memorize blocks of text (Deut. 11:18) — I know most of us don’t believe 
we can memorize, but I believe we need to try again. Commit large portions of 
the Bible to memory, and it will come to mind when you need it most.
 • Meditate on Scripture (Psa. 119:15) — Throughout your day, stop and 
think about what you’ve read. Turn it over in your mind time and again. Think 
about what it means, and what God wants you to discover.
 • Marinate in the Word (Psa. 51:10) — Allow the Word to permeate your 
being. Pray and ask God to teach you through His Holy Spirit and to change 
who you are. That was David’s prayer, “Change me!”
 • Marvel at the Word of God (Psa. 119:161-162) — At times, we need to 
regain a lost sense of awe when it comes to God’s Holy Word. Don’t treat it as 
if it was just like any other book. Try to continually read it with fresh eyes, seek 
new insight and ask God to honor your request.
 Wouldn’t it be great to approach the Word every day like a little child who 
was reading it for the first time? Children find amazement in such everyday 
events as a simple butterfly, a floating cloud, a shooting star or a beautiful sunset. 
We can rediscover this awe as we remember that the Bible is a love letter from 
our Father, a guide to the abundant life, an incredible history of God’s people, a 
detailed guide to God’s plan and God’s inspired Word.
 • Model what you learn (Psa. 119:1-3) — Put into practice what you’ve 
learned. Find practical ways of application.
Evaluate Your Commitment (Psa. 139:23-24)
 I believe it is a good idea to periodically consider just how committed we are 
to God and His way. It is probably a better idea to ask the Lord to bring to mind 
the ways we need to improve our walk with Him. That was David’s request.
 “Search me,” he pled with God. That request means to examine me intimately, 
to take a serious look within the deepest part of me. Then he asked God to “try 
him,” to put him to the test. He makes it even more intimate when he asks God 
to “know his heart,” and to “know his thoughts.”
 Finally, he asks God to lead him. That means to literally govern his actions.
Are you bold enough, brave enough, to ask God to examine your life, to evalu-

Seven Resolutions That 
Make a Difference

Facing the New Year
See RESOLUTIONS, Page 8

The Mighty 
Big Mouse

See MOUSE, Page 8See NEW YEAR, Page 8

one — that is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. All we can do is present the 
truth of God’s Word. Whether oth-
ers accept it is up to them. So, then let 
us walk worthy of the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and be careful not 
to entangle ourselves with the affairs of 
this life, that our Lord may be pleased 
with us (II Tim. 2:4). May we all be 
savory and shiny for the glory of our 
God and King in 2021!

Next Ministry Connection
Workshop Planned
 Please remember that Baptist Prog-
ress is no longer just a newspaper, but has 
now become the informing and equip-
ping ministry of the BMA of Texas. 
In addition to providing you with a 
newspaper by mail or email each month, 
an e-News Update on most weeks we 
do not publish a newspaper, updates by 
email as well as on our website, we now 
offer Ministry Connection Workshops 
each quarter and various resources you 
can learn more about by visiting our 
website, baptistprogress.org. 
 Our next Ministry Connection 
Workshop is scheduled for March 
23, at CrossRoads Church in Rowlett. 
Pastor Jason Collins will present the 
workshop, Gospel Impact Through 
Community Involvement. For more 
details, or to register, visit our web-
site. Pre-registration is required for 
attendance.

New Website
 By the time you read this, our brand 
new website should be online. If not, 
check back soon. I appreciate Matthew 
Prather, pastor of The Bridge in Waxa-
hachie, for creating the new website for 
us (baptistprogress.org). He is currently 
building a new website for the BMA of 
Texas. It will be online within the next 
few weeks at bmatexas.org.

PROGRESS
(Continued From Page 6)

those who have no home, having been 
deserted by their parents, or children of 
a mother who cannot support them.”
 This ministry that so many BMA 
of Texas churches and individuals have 
loved and cared for, for so long, is con-
stantly refining our organization to deal 
with our world’s attempt to care for kids. 
I say attempt because it is the churches’ 
job to care for orphans and widows, not 
the government’s job. James 1:27 tells 
us what pure and undefiled religion is 
before God: “to visit orphans and widows 
in their trouble” and if that is all it said, 
anyone could do it. However, James 
continues to include a requirement in 
order to accomplish that work, “and to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world.”

TBHC Sponsors New Podcast
 TBHC is releasing a podcast called 
“Bringing Kids Home.” It will be a 
monthly show that tells stories of adop-
tion and foster care. The hope is that 
while sharing stories of foster families, 
adoption families and kids, the platform 
will continue to spread the word so more 
people know how to support children in 
need. Subscribe so you do not miss any 
of the episodes, which launched Jan. 18 
and will continue on the third Monday 
of each month. The TBHC podcast 
will be on Amazon Music, Apple Pod-
casts, Spotify, Overcast and Stitcher. 
tbhcbringing-kids-home.castos.com.

THBC
(Continued From Page 6)
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ate your commitment and to reveal the various ways He might want to change 
you from the inside out?

Seek God in Times of Trouble (Psa. 61:1-4)
 This is difficult for a lot of Christians in our world, especially men. We find 
ourselves in dire straits, and we invest all our efforts in trying to fix our problems 
ourselves before finally turning our eyes to the only One who can solve them. Isn’t 
it amazing that we wait until the last option to consider God?
 We have to learn to swallow our pride, admit our need for help and acknowl-
edge that we cannot do anything without God. At the worst times in our lives, 
David’s prayer should be our prayer — hear me, expel the darkness, lead me to 
higher ground and protect me.

Offer Up Praise (Deut. 30:15-19)
 It amazes me to hear people say they don’t enjoy worship. God created us to 
worship Him and praise Him. We will spend all of eternity in the practice of 
worship, so we need to get as much practice as we can down here.
 God is worthy of our worship, but we need to make a choice, a commitment 
to it. We need to make worship of God a priority in our lives. To remind our-
selves that worship is not about us, or the way we feel, but it is what is due God. 
Consider these ideas from the Deuteronomy passage:
 • True worship is an expression of love. Remember, worship doesn’t create 
love, it reveals it.
 • True worship demands a choice. No choice means no love.
 • True worship demands total submission to God’s ways. Jesus said, “If you 
love Me, keep My commandments.”
 • True worship suggests an intimacy with, and dependency upon, God. 
Worship Him because you know Him. Worship Him because you need Him.

Leave the World’s Ways Alone (I John 2:15-16)
 This can be a difficult commitment in today’s culture. James tells us we are 
drawn away by our own lusts and enticed — the double whammy. Love not the 
world, don’t give yourself over to this. I’m not saying you can’t be good at acquir-
ing things, but remember that wealth is a tool. You can use it, or it will use you. 
Money is not the root of all evil, the love of money is.
 And don’t give in to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes or the pride of 
life. These have always been Satan’s tactics to draw God’s creation away. It’s the 
way he convinced Eve to taste the forbidden fruit. He even tried it on Jesus as 
he tempted Him in the wilderness.

Validate God’s Ways in the Eyes of the World (Rom. 12:1-2)
 Let the world see your visible commitment to God and His ways. I want the 
world to see God’s ways are good, acceptable and perfect. They may not bring 
immediate happiness, but they are absolutely the best way for us to discover what 
Jesus called the “abundant life.”  Take Paul’s advice from Romans 12 and 
prove His plan by your actions by:
 • Presenting yourself as a living sacrifice. Be willing to set aside your own 
desires, your own dreams when they are contrary to the desires of God for you.
 • Recognizing this is your “reasonable service.” It’s not above and beyond, 
or a grand gesture on your part. Sacrificing in this fashion is just reasonable.
 • Not conforming to the world. This will support resolution number five. 
Don’t allow yourself to give in to the ways of the world.
 • Being transformed by the way you think about things. Transformation is 
not changing the way you feel about life, but the way you think. By a renewing 
of your mind.

Engage God’s Principles in All Areas of Your Life ( James 1:21-24)
 Put the truths you’ve learned into practice in everyday life. It’s one thing to say 
we are committed to God and His ways, that we want to share God’s incredible 
truths with a lost and dying world and not follow the path the world sets before 
us. But it means something more in all this if we are truly applying all we have 
learned from God to the choices we make in life. When we make a genuine effort 
to see God’s plan in every decision we make. As you study God’s Word:
 • Ask Him to reveal ways you can put what you find into practice. You may 
not immediately see the direction the Lord has laid out before you, how it is to be 
practiced in a daily walk. It would be so simple to read His Word and just move 
through our lives without consideration of what it says. It’s like looking into the 
mirror and walking away not seeing the flaws that need to be corrected. Do you 
have the courage to ask Him to show you how to apply His message to your life?
 • Be doers, not merely hearers. Could James make it any clearer? We sit in 
the pew, spend time in private study, receive wisdom from others and we still walk 
away — nodding our heads in agreement — yet nothing changes. Hearing from 
God is one thing, actually becoming a doer of what He has told us is another.
 • Don’t walk away from times of study, without self-examination. This lends 
itself back to the second resolution — letting the light of God’s incredible Word 
shine in our lives and reveal areas He wants to reveal to us.
 Resolutions are meant to change us, to push us to a more productive lifestyle 
and to guide us to all we really want to become. Isn’t it time for change?

RESOLUTIONS
(Continued From Page 7)

 I may have wrongly put Jerry in His 
place at times, but now Jerry is gone and 
God is still here with me. He will always 
be. That being said, it sounds so blunt 
and painful, but it is the unvarnished 
truth. I have to face my fears, and one 
is the fear of being alone. I went from 
my parents’ home to a home we cre-
ated when we married. I have never 
been completely alone until now; but, 
in reality, I am not alone. Jesus “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 
13:5c). Scripture assures me of this 
promise (Deut. 31:6,8; Isa. 41:10,13; 
Heb. 13:5; Matt. 28:20; I Chron. 28:20).
 Another fear is having my needs met. 
I have never been solely responsible for 
providing for myself. I looked to Jerry 
for income, but ultimately that income 
came from God. It was He who provided 
for us in every way we needed. He tells 
me in Matthew 6 not to worry because 
He will provide. “Behold the fowls of the 
air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
than they?” (Matt. 6:26).
 The Bible also says, “I have been 
young, and now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread” (Psa. 37:25). In all hon-
esty, I have never done without.
 I fear being unprotected. Without 
my husband, I feel very vulnerable to the 
world, people, circumstances and things 
that would harm me. But the Bible says, 
“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways” (Psa. 91:11). 
I am never out of His sight.
 I fear the future, the unknown. 
What will happen, what other heart-
ache and loss will I experience? My 
Father in Heaven already knows the 
future and He is in control of mine. 
Nothing will happen to me that He 
does not allow and for my good: “For 
I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end” ( Jer. 29:11). “And we know that 
all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
 In this life, I know facing trying times 
is not “if ” but “when.” “Beloved, think it 
not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you” (I Peter 4:12). “These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” ( John 16:33).
 The Lord is there to go through 
it with me. As I said before, He will 
never reject or abandon me. “When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee” (Isa. 
43:2). “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me.” (Psa. 23:4).
 I will not lie. I am struggling as I 
try to let go of my past life and accept 

God’s will for my new one. I fear know-
ing how to handle all these new things 
and make the right decisions, but He 
will give me wisdom. “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” ( James 1:5).
 He tells me to: “Be careful for nothing; 
but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).
 Slowly, He is removing my tight 
grip — pulling my fingers away one 
by one from the life I had with Jerry. 
Turning all we had together — the 
love, the laughter, the fun, the compan-
ionship — into treasured memories. 
He wants me to put away our special 
dreams and plans because nothing can 
be nothing compared to His. God’s 
plans are much greater than ours could 
ever have been. The very fact that I am 
still here for how long or how little I 
live proves He has plans for me.
 As He pulls me away, I scream in 
resistance and pain, I don’t want things 
to change. How foolish of me, because 
everything in this life is going to be 
gone at some time. How much greater 
now do I understand Matt. 6:19: “Lay 
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal.”
 Jerry is with the Lord, safe and 
happy. I will see him and be with 
him again. My world is turned upside 
down, but God specializes in turning 
worlds right side up. We can’t rush 
this, although some believe they can. 
I can’t skip this and check the  “I do 
not want to participate” box. Mourning 
and accepting a new direction in life 
takes time; that is true for all of us. We 
want the pain numbed and taken away 
right now, but there is no pain killer as 
with physical pain. There is One who 
can ease the pain and will hold me up. 
This is not a quick fix, and there are 
many lessons for me to learn — about 
God, His goodness, His love for me 
personally, His mercy and compassion 
and that He hurts with me.
 I could not have seen these before 
because I had Jerry with me. You don’t 
really know how much God is there 
for you until there is no one else. My 
small, earthly mind and heart cannot 
take it in all at once, especially in the 
face of my grief. Am I happy about 
this? No. Would I have chosen this 
path? No. But I know His purpose and 
plan are not only for me, but also for 
my family and all those Jerry touched. 
It is a plan that fits into eternity, not 
this small wisp of time we call life.
 I have to learn to trust Him in a 
new and greater way, I way I could have 

NEW YEAR
(Continued From Page 7)

about it, and He said when He first saw 
that dog, He thought it was a lion too.”
 Although we often find humor in 
exaggerations or not telling the truth, it 
is well for us to keep in mind that God 
doesn’t have anything good to say about 
that. However, I don’t know anyone 
who hasn’t “stretched the truth” from 
time to time. We may think it is really 
not all that important, but we need to 
be very thankful that Jesus died to save 
us from all our sins, not just the ones 
we consider big ones. Even stretching 
the truth is a sin that has the wage of 
death attached. (Rom. 14:23; 6:23)

MOUSE
(Continued From Page 8)
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never conceived. I have to develop a new 
and closer relationship with Him that 
I never would have had as long as my 
sweet husband was here. It’s all new. 
Not new as in a new car, a new house 
or a new baby, but new in a very painful 
and frightening way. I am learning to 
turn everything over to Him. “The Lord 
is my light and my salvation; whom shall 
I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 27:1)
 It has been seven years since I penned 
these raw emotions from a broken heart. 
None of those fears are with me now. 
I have trusted the Lord with each one 
and God has taken care of all of them. I 
still miss Jerry more than I can put into 
words, but God has been faithful, and I 
feel His presence at all times.

would like to follow us on Facebook 
and see these devotionals, please do 
so (even though they are in Spanish). 
If you would like to be added to our 
prayer list and spend these 40 days in 
prayer with us, please contact me at 
(618) 581-8056 or pastorjuanfernan-
dez@gmail.com and we will add you.
 “We give thanks to God always for you 
all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
Remembering without ceasing your work 
of faith, and labour of love, and patience 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father” (I Thess. 
1:2-3).
 Thank you so much for your prayers 
as we begin this work in the St. Louis 
area.
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eternal” (II Cor. 4:18).
 As the new spring semester begins, 
we have had a wonderful registration 
week. It had its moments, but this se-
mester has been the smoothest opera-
tion enrolling students since I became 
part of SBC five years ago. I commend 
our staff for their successful efforts to 
work out the challenges of the past and 
find better processing methods.
 It is not an easy task to individu-
ally enroll 90 students. Nearly every 
student has a unique situation that 
has to be addressed. The staff at SBC 
are the best! They helped each student 
find their particular solution and suc-
cessfully enrolled them.
 As we move forward into this spring 
semester, we are looking ahead at the 
fall 2021 semester. We know we can 
double our student body, however, our 
greatest challenge is housing space. We 
are nearly at full capacity now with 
the current students we have. Selected 
members of the Board of Trustees have 
met to discuss preliminary ideas of both 
need and costs involved. Once we have 
an idea of a budget, we will call together 
the Board of Trustees Building Com-
mittee to perfect the plan.
 A concern I have is the new gov-
ernment administration. I believe they 
will become a significant challenge 
for conservative Christian colleges, 
but the Lord’s hand continues to be 

upon SBC as evidenced by us having 
the most full-time students and most 
hours attempted in the history of the 
college! He continues to amaze us with 
the ability to upgrade our infrastruc-
ture and make improvements in nearly 
every area of the school’s operation. 
God is on the move on the campus of 
SBC and we must keep up with Him!
 It is because of the clear understand-
ing that the Lord is leading us forward, 
even toward what appears to be a sig-
nificantly challenging future, and we 
have chosen to heed God’s Word. We 
will “walk by faith and not by sight” (II 
Cor. 5:7). This takes great courage for 
the Board of Trustees and the school’s 
staff, but the Lord is on His throne and 
He knows our needs. Therefore, we will 
continue to plan for success while being 
realistically prudent about the possible 
setbacks imposed by our government.
 I recently read that while Goliath 
was ranting and hurling insults against 
God’s people, David was quietly 
choosing stones. The threat is real, but 
we must trust the Lord and prepare 
for a spiritual battle.
 Keep praying for the SBC family 
as we step forward in faith into the 
spring Semester!
 “And David spake to the men that 
stood by him, saying, What shall be done 
to the man that killeth this Philistine, and 
taketh away the reproach from Israel? for 
who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that 
he should defy the armies of the living 
God?” (I Sam. 17:26).

 In times like these, and really all the 
time, youth pastors and pastors need 
accountability. They need a circle to 
talk to, partners in ministry that will 
speak truth to them and encourage 
them or, in love, tell them the truth if 
they are out of line or on the wrong 
path.
 I’ve been blessed in my ministry to 
have men like that in my life. Other 
than my Dad, who was in ministry a 
super long time, God gave me men 
like Larry Tapp and Dr. Gerald Kellar 
and others early on when I was going 
to Southeastern. Later in my ministry 
as a youth pastor, God brought Scott 
Pittman into my life through camps 
and retreats. We were both knuckle 
heads in youth ministry at the same 

could know of their presence before 
they ever saw them.
 As we move into 2021, I hope you 
will join me in setting a personal goal 
to gain a fresh awareness of the urgency 
of sharing the good news with the lost. 
May we prepare ourselves daily by first 
spending time in our “holy of holies” 
with the Lord and then go forth with 
the odor of life on us. Let us go forth 
fearless of rejection, remembering 
that Eph. 1:6 tells us that we are, “…
accepted in the beloved…” and accord-
ing to Rom 8:37, “…we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.”
 Our vision for State Missions in 
2021 remains the same: “In partner-
ship with churches and local asso-
ciations, of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Mississippi,
we will seek to plant new churches 
through any biblical means possible.”
 We are driven by this vision to chal-
lenge our churches to focus outward, 
step out on faith, invest in Kingdom 
work and influence the world around 
us with the power of the gospel.
 I would like to take advantage of 
this opportunity to remind you that 
the work of State Missions is settled 
upon the following principles: Our 
Mandate: The Word of God; Our 
Message: The Gospel; Our Method: 
Preaching; Our Means: The Churches.
 Sometimes the Holy Spirit will 
speak directly to the heart of a man 
and place a burden on his heart for 
the work of missions. Sometimes the 
Holy Spirit moves in a congregation 
and a passion to reproduce the church 
is born. Sometimes the Holy Spirit 
draws a person, congregation or a group 
of churches to take interest in a specific 
site or location. Sometimes an offering 
is given from the heart of a church, local 
association or person that becomes the 
catalyst for prayer and missions aware-
ness. The Holy Spirit can use a variety 
of ways to initiate the missions/church 
planting process, but to constitute a 
mission project supported by the as-
sociation, the following things must 
be in common in every case:
 • The Local Church — A church, 
which has the sole authority for sending, 
led by God, must see a need. They must 
be willing to sponsor a person who will 
be called a missionary. That missionary 
must be a member of that church. The 
church must vote to endorse the mis-
sionary, thus giving him the authority 
to do missions work. The church must 
vote to initiate a new church in the area 
determined to be the mission field. The 
church must be willing to pray (as much 
as possible), participate (however pos-
sible), promote (as often as possible), 
provide support (as providentially as 
possible) and protect (as prudently as 
possible), the missionary and missions 
congregation.
 • The Association — The associa-
tion, represented by its Missions De-
partment, works with churches to select 
a potential area for a church plant; to 
assess and interview a missionary can-

YOUTH
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cannot report as usual I would like to 
give an idea of a typical day with our 
added kids.
 We start the day between 6-7 a.m., 
and morning devotion begins by 7 a.m.
 Wave #1 leaves for school at 7:30 
a.m. and Wave #2 leaves for school at 
8 a.m.
 Wave #2 returns from school 11 
a.m. and Wave #1 returns from school 
3 p.m.
 Afternoons are filled with home-
work, washing clothes, washing dishes, 
cooking supper, sport practices, sport 
games and doctor appointments — at 
least one every other week.
 Supper is aimed between 6-7 p.m., 
then we relax, unwind, watch TV and 
play games until we begin begin show-
ers and corralling kids to bed 8-10 p.m.
 Let me be emphatic, I do not list 
these things for pity or as pride. The 
list could read the same for a parent of 
one, and there are still singular families 
in this world that are larger than us. 
Whether you have been a parent of 
1 or 20, we would all admit there are 
times we could use some help. Lindsay 
and I have seen where we will need 
help sooner rather than later. We are 
extremely thankful for the help the
Freeman family has been able to pro-
vide while they are home from the 
mission field, but we must prepare for 
the day when they will be allowed to 
return to the field. This is where our 
connections to you are so important.

MBCH
(Continued From Page 5)

 We need your help. We will soon be-
gin the process of searching for another 
family to come alongside of us in this 
ministry. Honestly, there is too much to 
list by way of a formal job description, 
so let me give you a synopsis. We are 
looking for a couple to share in-house 
parenting and maintenance duties. We 
envision this position filled by either a 
couple who currently has no children or 
an empty nest couple; but, obviously, the 
Lord can work things out as He sees fit. 
We would love for this to be a full-time 
position, but it would most likely begin 
with a part time probationary period. 
Please pray about it.
 This path is most certainly a call-
ing. If you and your spouse feel led to 
pursue helping the home in this way 
please send a resume to info@msbch.
org and include a cover letter describ-
ing your desire to help in this minis-
try, your home church, personal and 
professional references and include 
any questions you may have. There 
will come a time for conversation, but 
emails are easier to answer with the 
busyness of life.
 How can you help if you are not 
the one led to serve in this position? 
Please consider giving monetarily. We 
will need added financial support to 
be able to afford these new workers.
 Churches, I know we are in very 
different times, but if any of you are 
willing, I will travel, report and preach. 
You can contact me at info@msbch.
org, (601) 426-3928 (office) or (662) 
605-0996 (cell). I look forward to our 
future fellowship.

didate; to train, prepare and supervise 
the missionary before and while on the 
field, on behalf of the sponsoring church 
and the association, to raise funds to 
help support the financial needs of the 
missionary and his work.
 • The Man — The church planter 
will be accountable to the association 
through the Missions director. The 
church planter will be in a collegial 
relationship to other churches in the 
association, but his primary account-
ability will be to the director of Mis-
sions and his primary responsibility 
will be to his sponsoring church.
 The role of the director, which you 
have so graciously honored me with, is 
to serve the churches by supporting her 
missionaries. The task is great, as each 
missionary faces unique challenges but 
with common expectations. I count it 
a joy to support the men — that we 
support directly or indirectly — who 
are involved in church planting. Each 
of them needs your prayers and sup-
port, as do I. 
 As I look forward to 2021, I am 
excited about what God has in store for 
us. I am anxious to get out among the 
churches to share the good news and 
report on missions. If you would like 
to have me visit your church in 2021, 
please give me a call at (601) 428-8616.
 I want to say thank you, to all of 
our churches, for your faithful support 
during a very difficult year. You are 
amazing! Even with all the challenges, 
you have been such a blessing to others. 
I consider it one of my life’s greatest 
honors to have the opportunity to 
serve you. Again, thank you!
 As you have the time, please visit 
our website at www.bmams.org, we 
have added a number of new features 
and will be adding more just after the 
first of the year. I am confident that 
this resource could be a blessing to 
you and your church.

time. He was serving at Big Creek 
in Soso, Miss., and I was up in that 
“yankee church” as my circle called it 
at the time (Calvary at Horn Lake, 
Miss.).
 Have you ever met someone and 
just immediately clicked in ministry? 
Scott and I sure did. We became “two 
peas in a pod,” even though we were 
nearly five hours apart. We shared 
ideas with each other, prayed with 
each other and talked about our youth 
and the problems they were facing. We 
were honest with each other about our 
personal struggles. We hung out when 
we could and joked and carried on, 
too! God put us together to be there 
for each other during that time. We 
still keep in touch today!
 If you are in youth ministry, you 
need a Scott Pittman! These days if 
you don’t have a brother like that in 
ministry, it’s time to get one! Pray 
and ask God to open a door for you 
to have a brother like that in your life 
for fellowship, accountability, prayer, 
discussion, honesty and pure-dee (is 
that a word?) friendship! He will open 
the door for you; He always has for 
me!
 Here are some Scriptures to chew 
on:
 “A friend loves at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity” (Prov. 
17:17).
 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another” (Prov. 27:17).
 “Two are better than one, because they 
have a good reward for their toil. For if 
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But 
woe to him who is alone when he falls 
and has not another to lift him up” (Eccl. 
4:9-10).
 “Pay attention to yourselves! If your 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him” (Luke 17:3).
 “Paul wanted Timothy to accompany 
him…” (Acts 16:3).
 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).
 Start the year off finding a ministry 
accountability partner! I promise you 
there are men out there in ministry 
that need it just as badly as you do! 
Initiate that relationship, remember-
ing that Prov. 18:24 says; “A man that 
has friends must shew himself friendly: 
and there is a friend that sticks closer than 
a brother.” (anders.lee571@gmail.com)

BMAA Meeting
Farley Street, Waxahachie, Tex.

August 2-4
For more information visit baptisttrumpet.com
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-10- BAPTIST TRUMPET, January 27, 2021

By Pedro M. Etabag, Director • Lifeword Asia-Pacific
 Before the year 2020 ended, we were able to install the last radio station in 
Daan Banua (Old Town), Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental. This radio sta-
tion will reach a potential audience of thousands because it covers around a 25 
to 30 kilometer radius. In these times of pandemic where our movements are 
very limited due to the Community Quarantine, the Low Powered FM Radio 
is one of the answers to the urgent need of spreading the gospel.
 We still have around four more FM Stations to install but it will wait until 
later in the year, depending on the situation of the COVID-19 Pandemic. May 
the Lord use the Low Powered FM Stations to reach more people with the 
Gospel. I believe we are living in the last of the last days and, very soon, the Lord 
will rapture us home. May we do our very best to further the gospel because the 
harvest is still plenteous and the laborers are few. Pray that the Lord will send 
more laborers to the harvest.
 Thank you, Lifeword, for this blessed project that, amidst these trying times, 
we can continue to push the preaching of the gospel. Thank you to the churches 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who have the vision to do whatever they can to fulfill 
the Great Commission. Thank you to God’s children, who have the burden to 
pray and support the radio and media ministries. Thank you, most of all, to our 
loving God who gives us the strength and wisdom to continue and survive this 
ministry, until He comes! God bless us all.

Low Power FM Radio 
Reaching the Philippines

Spo t l i gh t  On

Send offerings to BMA Missions
P.O. Box 878 • Conway, AR 72033-0878
501.455.4977 • www.bmamissions.org

Missions

Michel & Ruth Poirier • Quebec / Haïti / Africa
 We thank the Lord for all our supporting churches that sacrifice every month 
for us in Quebec, Canada. We are blessed to have prayer partners and financial 
partners who intercede for us to God on a regular basis.

Quebec
 We are in lockdown and curfew is from 8 p.m.-5 a.m. All churches in the 
Province of Quebec are closed by our government so the pandemic does not 
spread among the citizens and church people. But the work must go on, people 
are dying and do not have any hope outside of Christ.
 With the internet and through Facebook, we can broadcast our teaching, 
preaching and prayers to our people and mission churches in the world. Begin-
ning this year, we were above our limit of 25 for church attendance in our first 
service, it was exciting to see a full church service. In our second service we were 
conformed to the law of the Province with 25.
 For a few years, my wife, Ruth, has had problems with her health. They ran 
tests and could never determine what the problem was. This went on for years 
and finally the week of Christmas this year the doctor passed another EKG and 
found the problem — her heart was at 35 beats per minute. On Dec. 24 she was 
admitted in the hospital and on the Dec. 25, she received a Christmas present 
from the Lord — a pacemaker. She is doing well now. Thank you for your prayers.

Haïti
 • Ségur — Our church is growing in grace and numbers. They welcomed 
our shipment at the beginning of this year and were glad to have received lots of 
food, new chairs, tables, Bibles, clothes and other things. In December we had 10 
baptisms and many people joined the church by letter. All this is good news, but 
they are not without their struggles. Pastor Joseph Oreb is fighting a cancer that 
demands monthly medication expense and a trip to Cuba every three months. It 
is a heavy burden on the preacher and his family. Please pray for Him. 
 • Onaville — Things are going well with our second church plant. Pastor Kedy 
is doing a great work and they are adding a learning center with three classes for 
their school. Children need to go to school, but the families are poor and cannot 
send them. A few come to the Lord and get saved almost every month and the 
Lord is blessing. The difficulties in the country are the protests and demonstra-
tions against the government. The prayers of God’s people are all welcomed for 
the safety of our churches in Haiti. COVID-19 is very present, but the people 
do not want to acknowledge the pandemic so they don’t wear masks or wash 
their hands with disinfectant regularly.

Africa
 • Cameroon — The people 
of Cameroon are rejoicing in 
the Lord with the work grow-
ing with five new baptisms in 
December. We changed the 
location because the place was 
small, and this new location has 
double the size, and only for 
$100 more. Praise the Lord! The 
water is always a big problem. They have a great need for water filters because 
their water is really bad. It’s like yellow rusty water, not drinkable for anyone, 
but they do because they have nothing else. We sent them a load of Bibles and 
song books in December and the people received them with great joy. They sent 
you a big thank you from all of them.
 • Mali — We began a new work in 
December with one of our workers in 
the mission field. In the past two weeks, 
he has preached and shared the gospel in 
the streets and now has four men learning 
the ABC’s of Christian growth. This is the 
beginning of a new cell group that will 
grow to become our new BMA church in 
the country of Mali. They receive teaching 
on Saturday via messenger and are excited 
to learn God’s ways with their new Bible. 
One of them is a Muslim who is eager to grow in the Lord. Pray for these men. 
We have much to invest in the work for the saving of souls and teaching God’s 
Word. (pasteur.poirier56@gmail.com)

NOTES
(Continued From Page 4)

Biden Celebrates Roe vs. Wade
Decision, Redefines “Sex”
 Joe Biden released a statement 
celebrating the Roe vs. Wade Supreme 
Court decision that has resulted in 
abortions that have killed 62 million 
babies. The decision, handed down 
on Jan. 22, 1973, overturned pro-life 
laws offering protection for unborn 
children in most states across the 
country and made abortions legal and 
virtually unlimited. Biden’s celebrating 
of abortion is not surprising given that 
he has promised to govern as the most 
pro-abortion president in history and 
his comments about codifying Roe 
prove that. (lifenews.org)
 On Jan. 20, President Biden signed 
an executive order instructing all fed-
eral agencies to interpret the word “sex” 
in anti-discrimination laws to include 
sexual-orientation and gender-identi-
ty. This tracks with promises he made 
during the presidential campaign to 
reinstate many of the pro-LGBT rules 
and guidelines that the Obama Ad-
ministration rolled out prior to 2017.
 The new executive order instructs 
all state agencies to evaluate and amend 
or rescind any rules or regulations 
that conflict with the Biden Admin-
istration’s redefinition of “sex.” If left 
unchecked by congress and the states, 
this could result in federal agencies 
like the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission, OSHA, and 
the Department of Justice rolling out 
new policies that affect businesses and 
force pro-LGBT policies on ordinary 
Americans. (familycouncil.org)

Leave it 
to Cleaver
By Dr. Tony Cleaver

726 Walnut Dr. • Killeen, Tex. 76549
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

 “…for the day of the Lord is coming; in fact it is near…” ( Joel 2.1)
 We use cartoon characters to make fun of one carrying a sign saying: “The 
end is near.” Joel was no cartoon character delivering this message to his nation, 
nor was Joel in any way joking. The locust plague that devastated the land was 
terrible. Yet there was a more horrific day coming, a day more dreadful than 
the locust plague; it would be the utter removal of the nation. It did come, and 
Jerusalem and the nation fell. 
 Do nations fall?  In our recent history, Berlin fell and the nation crumbled. 
What about our land? We have had several warnings for the coming day of the 
Lord. We marveled at the World Trade Center and all it stood for in architec-
ture and commerce. Yet not one stone is standing. There is no way our capital, 
Washington, D. C. could lie in ruins, or could it? There is no way our America 
could come to ruin, or could it? Climatic changes occur, plagues of unmention-
able horror break out, and cataclysmic earth plate shifts take place.
 Joel pleaded for his people to be penitent. He preached repentance to assuage 
the wrath of God. He spoke of devastation to come if the populace did not re-
turn to God. The people did not respond to the prophet’s message. Because of 
the refusal of the nation, God responded to fulfill the words He sent through 
His prophet.  Rudyard Kipling wrote a hymn with these words: “Lord of Hosts, 
be with us yet, Lest we forget, lest we forget!” (From my book Then God Said 
published by Amazon eBooks)

The End is Near

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Bradford Baptist Church in 
Bradford is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Resumes may be sent to the Pulpit 
Committee at P.O. Box 16, Bradford, 
Ark. 72020 or bbcbradfordar@gmail.
com. For more information, call (501) 
344-2414.
 Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Nashville is seeking a full-time worship 
pastor/media director. Resumes may be 
sent to: Search Committee, P.O. Box 
212, Nashville, Ark. 71852 or brent.
thompson@myimmanuel.com.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Contact Greg Hardister at 
(620) 704-6860.

Do you own a Business?
Are you a member in good standing

of a BMA of ARkansas CHurch?

Contact JEFF at

www.baptisttrumpet.com

(501) 565-4601 OR
editor@baptisttrumpet.com

to include a
free listing

on the
Trumpet’s Website
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Living in Truth or Living in Deception 
 “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint” (Isa. 40:31). 
 A fable is told about an eagle that thought he was a chicken. When the eagle 
was very small, he fell from the safety of his nest. A chicken farmer found the 
eagle, brought him to the farm and raised him in a chicken coop among his 
many chickens. The eagle grew up doing what chickens do, living like a chicken 
and believing he was a chicken.
 A naturalist came to the chicken farm to see if what he had heard about 
an eagle acting like a chicken was really true. He knew that an eagle is king of 
the sky, so he was surprised to see the eagle strutting around the chicken coop, 
pecking at the ground and acting very much like a chicken. 
 The farmer explained to the naturalist that this bird was no longer an eagle. He 
was now a chicken because he had been trained to be a chicken and he believed 
that he was a chicken. The naturalist knew there was more to this great bird than 
his actions showed as he “pretended” to be a chicken. He was born an eagle and 
had the heart of an eagle and nothing could change that. The man lifted the 
eagle onto the fence surrounding the chicken coop and said, “Eagle, thou art an 
eagle. Stretch forth thy wings and fly.” The eagle moved slightly, only to look at 
the man; then he glanced down at his home among the chickens in the chicken 
coop where he was comfortable. He jumped off the fence and continued doing 
what chickens do. The farmer was satisfied. “I told you it was a chicken,” he said. 
 The naturalist returned the next day and tried again to convince the farmer 
and the eagle that the eagle was born for something greater. He took the eagle 
to the top of the farmhouse and spoke to him: “Eagle, thou art an eagle. Thou 
dost belong to the sky and not to the earth. Stretch forth thy wings and fly.” 
The large bird looked at the man, then again down into the chicken coop. He 
jumped from the man’s arm onto the roof of the farmhouse. Knowing what 
eagles are really about, the naturalist asked the farmer to let him try one more 
time. He would return the next day and prove that this bird was an eagle. The 
farmer, convinced otherwise, said, “It is a chicken.”
 The naturalist returned the next morning to the chicken farm and took the 
eagle and the farmer some distance away to the foot of a high mountain. They 
could not see the farm nor the chicken coop from this new setting. The man 
held the eagle on his arm and pointed high into the sky where the bright sun 
was beckoning above. He spoke, “Eagle, thou art an eagle! Thou dost belong to 
the sky and not to the earth. Stretch forth thy wings and fly.” This time the eagle 
stared skyward into the bright sun, straightened his large body and stretched 
his massive wings. His wings moved, slowly at first, then surely and powerfully. 
With the mighty screech of an eagle, he flew.
 This reminded me of how mankind, like this eagle, has been deceived to live 
far below their potential. Being slowly brainwashed into accepting for the norm 
that which is abnormal, what is wrong as right and what is evil as good — eagles 
being trained to be chickens! They are suppressed by the powers that be and 
made to live below their God-given potential.
 Maybe it’s time people, as a whole, find the strength to look up. For freedom 
and liberty are those things that are easily transformed into bondage and servi-
tude. Sadly, one does not miss what one has never experienced. “Be on the alert, 
stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong” (I Cor. 16:13). Remember, we are 
children of the King.

From Our Missionaries
 Connection Point, Brookland: 
Chad White writes, “God blessed us 
with a good week at Connection Point. 
Sunday seemed a bit gloomy with 
clouds, rain and a modest attendance. 
However, once the service began, we 
enjoyed a wonderful time of praise and 
worship. We are thankful for the guests 
who joined us and for all who regularly 
worship with us in person and online. 

Like many of you, we continue to try 
to navigate the unknown waters of a 
COVID-19 society.
 “The current status of our commu-
nity does not just impact our worship 
services and our small groups; it has 
really hurt our ability to do effective 
outreach. We are asking you to pray 
that we will have wisdom in discerning 
God’s will and recognize those things 
that He is leading us to do so that we 

might have a positive impact on the 
lives here in Brookland.”
 The Mustard Seed, Cain: Jim Tolli-
son writes, “I am sure all of our mission 
points need special prayer during this 
time of COVID-19. It seems that when 
we begin to make progress, another 
family is impacted by the virus. And just 
when we make one step forward, we end 
up having to take two steps back.
 “Some new families are showing 
a real interest in becoming a part of 
this mission. Two of those families 
are now quarantined. We also have 
one of our main families who now 
has COVID-19. The ‘two steps back’ 
is a very real thing for the mission.
 “We had good services Sunday, 
even though attendance was not where 
we would like it to be.
 “Our Wednesday evening Bible 
study is still our most productive ser-
vice, with a good attendance in all age 
groups. One group that is difficult to 
reach is generally teenage boys, and we 
average around 10 in that age group. 
God is so good.
 “Thanks so much for your continued 
prayers and support. Any good thing 
that comes from this mission, you are 
one of the reasons why. May God bless 
you and keep you is my prayer.”
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“On Wednesday night, two families 
visited who moved from New Jersey to 
Sherwood — Natividad and his wife, 
Alejandrina; and Hector, his wife, Ale-
jandra and their daughters, Abba and 
Lael. Alejandra is the daughter of Na-
tividad and Alejandrina. The latter are a 
couple of older adults who would be very 
interesting to have in our congregation 
since we need people of those ages. We 
invited them to the Saturday workshop 
and Sunday meeting, and they attended 
both meetings. Let us pray that God will 
show them if it is His will for them to 
congregate with us.
 “On Friday, we delivered 285 sacks 
of food with the help of some volunteers 
from the community and the church 
who helped us with the distribution.
 “On Saturday, 6-8 p.m., we had a 
workshop on how to strengthen our 
relationship with God. Luis Ortega 
taught us, and it was a great oppor-
tunity to receive biblical instruction. 
We pray that God will continue to 
bless His servant in all areas of his 
life. After the workshop, we had the 
opportunity to share the gospel with 
Bella, a young lady who came to the 
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church as a result of our service to the 
community. She and her family have 
joined the church. Bella volunteers in 
the community service program and 
takes music classes that we offer on 
Saturdays and attends discipleship. 
Glory to God, Bella received Christ!
 “Sunday, we studied about the bib-
lical principles that should govern the 
relationships between the poor and the 
rich, according to I Tim. 6:1-2, 17-19. 
It was an interesting study that helped 
us talk about the proper use of wealth.
 “We have four families in quaran-
tine due to COVID-19. Help us to 
pray for these families and for those 
who are infected — for wisdom in how 
to deal with their situation, for timely 
medical assistance and for protection 
against the virus for those who are not 
infected. God bless you!”
 Life Journey, Fort Smith: Dar-
rin Smith writes, “Like many other 
churches, we have had several who 
have COVID-19. We did not meet this 
past Wednesday or Sunday because of 
it. Pray for us. Thanks for all you do.” 
 Grace, Green Forest: Carter Pearce 
writes, “This week, my son had his an-
nual checkup with his cardiologist. Our 
oldest son, Gabriel, was born with four 
heart defects. Over the past 17 years, 
he has had four surgeries and several 
smaller procedures to correct the prob-
lems with which he was born. During 
his echocardiogram, my wife and I 
reminisced about having to put a pillow 
on the hospital bed just to keep him in 
place for that test. Now his 6-foot-tall 
frame is too long for that same bed!
 “He is now scheduled with annual 
checkups. We go to Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital once a year so the specialists 
can take measurements of his heart, 
listen to his chest and determine what 
our next steps will be to ensure that his 
heart remains in good working order.
 “Don’t we do that every Sunday 
as Christians? We go to church each 
Sunday to examine our spiritual hearts 
and ensure that we remain spiritually 
healthy to remain in good working 
order for our Lord.
 “We were thrilled on Friday to learn 
that our son’s heart is doing well, and that 
there is no current reason for concern.
 “It is also wonderful to worship each 
Sunday morning and know that God 
has healed our spiritual condition. Even 
when we struggle, we can be assured that 
we can come to God. He will test us to 
determine what is needed to ensure a 
healthy heart. When we miss a Sunday, 
we continue as we have been, without 
knowing what we need. Gathering with 
our church family gives us the tools we 
need to remain healthy Christians. May 
we never “forsake the gathering of (our)
selves together.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “This week has 
passed more calmly compared to last 
week. I have been participating in a 
Novo (novo.org) ministry training as 
part of my part-time position. It is a 
great blessing. We have been praying 
for God’s guidance on how to plan in 
this time of a pandemic. It’s wonderful 

to be able to depend on God from 
week to week to set the agenda.
 “I ask you, our partners in ministry, 
not to stop praying for us. 
 “Last Sunday, we went to another 
home to pray and bless them. Several 
homes where we have gone are of 
people disconnected from the church. 
They believe in God, but are discon-
nected from a community of believers. 
Only the Holy Spirit can bring changes 
to the lives of these families. 
 “On Feb. 1, we start the Berean 
Group (cells) in Chenal. Feb. 2, we 
start a new group with the Vidal family. 
Feb. 5-6, we will be participating in a 
BMA preaching workshop and Feb. 
7, we will have the Lord’s Supper. We 
keep making plans. I know the Lord 
has wonderful plans for His church. 
We are on the side of the winner. To 
God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “We had another good 
week at Faith Chapel. Attendance was 
good, but there were no visitors this 
week. We have a cold/flu/bug going 
through the community that is not 
COVID-19, and several of us have 
had it. All that stuff that was out there 
before is still there! 
 “We started our Sunday evening 
services this week, and everyone is 
excited about that. The building we are 
renting will seat about twice as many 
as we have been having but, with social 
distancing, we are about full.
 “We are in the planning stages of a 
building of our own, but if we continue 
growing at the rate we want to, we may 
have to rent a bigger one before our 
own building can be started. That is a 
good problem to have!
 “Please join us in prayer for God 
to lead us in His will for our mission. 
We thank God for you, your prayers 
and your support!”
 Not Alone, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “This was a hard and 
emotional week for my family. We 
know we are fighting an ever-present 
enemy that wants nothing more than 
to snuff out our presence. I believe oth-
ers who are reading this have felt the 
same way. The war within the mind is 
ongoing and Paul’s words from Ephe-
sians 6 ring clear in this time, “put on 
the whole armor of God” — Why? — to 
“be able to stand against all evil.” God 
has been bringing Elisha to my mind 
— specifically II Kings 6:15-19. May 
we, too, have our eyes opened to see 
God’s armies at work and count it all 
joy to be in this fight — not just in it, 
but winning!
 “We are making great contacts 
with our neighbors. I’m so thankful 
for my kids’ ability to break through 
the awkward ice that exists. Pray for 
my neighbors who are not religious 
and one who is an ex-Jehovah Wit-
ness. I also have several more contacts 
interested in our church when it gets 
underway.
 “Pray specifically for a second ve-
hicle, a like-minded team member for 
me, more developing friendships and 
opportunities to share the gospel.”
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 Modern services such as Uber, 
Turo, and Airbnb enable ministries 
to profit by making assets (vehicles 
and residences) available for hire to 
the public. While using these services 
to make money may be appealing, it’s 
important to think about the potential 
liability and whether the ministry has 
adequate insurance coverage.
 Brotherhood Mutual’s Legal Assist 
team addresses common questions sur-
rounding these peer-to-peer business 
opportunities to help your ministry 
make a more informed decision. Min-
istry leaders should speak with an at-
torney and insurance agent if they have 
any questions about liability exposures 
and insurance coverage options.
 • Will a ministry’s auto insurance 
policy cover our pastor when using a 
ministry-owned vehicle to offer ride 
or carsharing services? Personal Auto 
Policies almost always exclude coverage 
for an insured vehicle when it is used to 
transport people or goods for a fee (of-
ten called public or livery conveyance). 
Additionally, insurance companies in 
nearly all states now use policy endorse-
ments with Personal and Commercial 
Auto Policies that specifically exclude 
losses when an insured uses its vehicles 
as for-hire public transportation and is 
logged into a “transportation network 
platform” such as Uber or Lyft as a 
driver regardless of whether a passenger 
is “occupying” the vehicle.
 It’s important to verify coverage 
with your insurance agent. If a ministry’s 
policy has an endorsement that excludes 
coverage, the ministry likely would be 
responsible for any claim made against 
the ministry in relation to the use of its 
vehicles for ride or carsharing.
 • Does the insurance offered by 
ridesharing companies adequately 
cover a ministry and its drivers? The 
personal insurance available through 
companies like Uber and Lyft typically 
only provides a minimum amount of 
third-party liability coverage, and it only 
applies for the benefit of a driver while 

Should Ministries Engage in Peer-
to-Peer Business Transactions?

he or she is logged in to the service and 
is awaiting a request. Higher limits of 
liability coverage and comprehensive 
and collision vehicle damage cover-
age are often available only when the 
driver has accepted a request and is en 
route to pick up or while transporting 
a passenger. This coverage would not 
appear to provide third-party liability 
protection to the ministry that owns the 
vehicle. Most ridesharing companies 
include information about available 
insurance coverage on their website. 
Ministry leaders should review the 
information before deciding to partici-
pate. Additionally, there are websites 
that compare the coverages provided 
by various rideshare companies.
 If the driver obtains a Personal Auto 
Policy to cover the exposure, endorse-
ments are typically available to ensure 
that full coverage protects the driver 
while they are logged in to the service. 
However, the coverage may not provide 
liability protection for the ministry’s in-
terests. Ministry leaders can learn more 
about the insurance available for ride-
sharing drivers in this article from the 
Insurance Information Institute (iii.org/
article/ride-sharing-and-insurance-qa).
 • What about renting ministry-
owned vehicles to others through car-
sharing services like Turo or Zipcar? 
While this may seem like a great way 
to help cover the costs of maintaining 
a vehicle, it’s important to keep in mind 
that this is essentially renting a vehicle to 
others, presenting a significant liability 
exposure for the ministry. For example, 
if the vehicle is involved in an accident 
while it is rented, the ministry will likely 
be involved in any litigation regarding 
any bodily injury or property damage 
that results from the accident — whether 
the ministry was responsible or not. 
The ministry’s Business Auto insurance 
policy may contain an exclusion for this 
exposure. Even if it’s covered by insur-
ance, the ministry will be responsible 
for paying any damages that exceed its 
liability insurance coverage limits.

 It’s important to note that the IRS 
may consider the ministry’s rental of 
its vehicles unrelated to the ministry’s 
tax-exempt purposes. In this case, in-
come generated from the rental may 
be taxable. The ministry’s tax profes-
sional can assist it in determining any 
potential tax implications.
 • Should ministries use rideshar-
ing services as transportation for 
ministry-sponsored events? Look at 
your ministry’s Business Auto or Com-
mercial General Liability policy for 
hired auto coverage. This is the coverage 
that applies when a ministry hires, leases 
or rents a vehicle. The liability exposure 
for hiring a ridesharing service is like 
hiring any other transportation service. 
If the ministry hires a service with a 
good reputation and competent drivers, 
the liability exposure is low.
 • Should ministries allow an em-
ployee to use ministry-owned vehicles 
for personal use? The IRS may consider 
personal use of a ministry-owned vehicle 
to be a private benefit to the individual. 
Private benefits that fall outside the min-
istry’s exempt purpose could jeopardize 
its tax-exempt status. If not properly 
accounted, the IRS could revoke the 
ministry’s tax exemption. Ministries 
should make sure the employee keeps 
records of both business and personal 
use, so the employer can properly ac-
count for the benefits provided.
 Liability increases when vehicles 
are loaned for personal use. It’s pos-
sible that a ministry could be named in 
litigation under a theory of negligent 
entrustment if the vehicle is involved 
in an accident that results in harm to 
a third party. Negligent entrustment 
occurs when the ministry entrusts a 
vehicle to an individual who should not 
be driving (e.g., driver does not have a 
license or has a poor driving record).
 • Are there legal considerations for 
renting a ministry’s parsonage through 
Airbnb or VRBO®? When renting real 
estate, consider the potential for injury to 
renters and the possibility of damage to 
the parsonage. Ministry leaders should 
inspect the property and remove or repair 
any potential hazards before renting. 
Make sure all smoke and carbon mon-
oxide alarms and any other emergency 
or safety equipment are in good working 
order. Ministries should talk with their 
insurance agent to ensure they have the 
appropriate coverages for renters. Rent-
ing real estate could also jeopardize a 
property tax exemption provided by the 
ministry’s state government.
 *Brotherhood Mutual is pleased to 
provide Legal Assist as a complimentary 
resource. The services we offer through Legal 
Assist are intended to provide general legal 
information to our current and prospective 
policyholders. The information we provide 
is intended to be helpful, but it does not con-
stitute legal advice and is not a substitute 
for the advice from a licensed attorney in 
your area. No attorney/client relationship 
is created through Legal Assist, and no 
legal advice will be provided. We strongly 
encourage you to regularly consult with a 
local attorney as part of your risk manage-
ment program.

By Stuart Estes, Ministry Team Leader • ABS • Univ. of Ark.
 The year of our Lord 2020 is behind us, and with its leaving comes an opportu-
nity to reflect on where we’ve been and where we are going. With the start of the 
new year fresh on my mind, I wanted to take a few minutes to look back on the past 
semester at the Association of Baptist Students (ABS) at the University of Arkansas 
(U of A) and also look forward to what will be happening in the spring semester. 
 This past semester our focus at The Hedge was on “Kingdom Values” as we 
studied the gospel of Matthew together. With all the turmoil surrounding us, 
we sought to ground ourselves in the values King Jesus set forth for those in His 
kingdom. We saw fairly consistent numbers at our weekly meetings, averaging 
7-8 students per week. While attendance is important, we also saw some other 
significant metrics this past semester: 
 • 450 minutes of praying for unbelievers during Evangelism Circle (a weekly 
meeting where students pray for lost family, friends and acquaintances).
 • 20 hours of student-led Bible study across the semester — hosted by student 
leaders Ethan Parker and Ruby Trollinger.
 • 9 Gospel-advancing conversations held by members of Evangelism Circle 
with unbelievers.
 These numbers indicate that we are, indeed, making a kingdom impact at the 
University of Arkansas. What a blessing to be a part of God’s work!
 As we look to the upcoming semester, I’m excited to see how God will carry this 
momentum forward. Our study focus for Spring 2021 is “Back to Basics,” and we’ll 
be studying the fundamentals of the Biblical worldview we find in Genesis 1-11. 
These initial chapters of the Bible are crucial for any believer, but I’m especially 
excited to spend time studying the truths of these passages with students at The 
Hedge. There has never been a generation that needs to know God as He reveals 
Himself in these chapters more than the generation of students at the U of A. In 
addition to our study, we’ll continue Evangelism Circle and wait expectantly upon 
the Lord as we continue to pray for and share the gospel with unbelievers. 
 As we head into this new year, I’d like to ask two favors of you:
 • Please pray for this ministry. Pray that God will use ABS to bring people 
to Christ and help those who know Him to walk more closely with Him. Ask 
God to use this campus to bring up a generation that will follow Him and ignite 
a revival as He’s used college campuses to do in the past.
 • Share about this ministry with those who you know are attending the 
University of Arkansas. We strive to be a welcoming community for students 
who need a safe place as they transition into adulthood. There are always free 
drinks, Wi-Fi and laughs at The Hedge. We host our weekly meeting on Tuesday 
nights at 7 p.m. where we eat, worship and study God’s Word together. If you 
know a student, please share this information with that student. 
 Finally, if you’d like me to come share with your church about ABS or if you’d 
like to talk individually about the ministry, please feel free to contact me. May 
God bless and keep you in this coming year!
 — The ABS at the U of A is a ministry of the BMA of the Ozarks and churches 
like yours. If you’d like to learn more about the ministry or are interested in partner-
ing with us through prayer or donation, check out our website at www.thehedgeuark.
com. Follow our social media accounts on Facebook (Association of Baptist Students) 
and Instagram (@thehedge.uark). You can also sign up for our email newsletter by 
contacting us at thehedge.uark@gmail.com. 
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